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SDS DE & HE Leal having given me 

Wo £ ſo great room in ſo many 
29 Þ Nb of your hearts, I am the 
SYWS& more encouraged to pur 
theſe few words of Advice into your 
hands : Upon yottr requeſt they were 
preached: in your Ears, and it is for 
your benefit that they are now pre- 
ſented to your Eyes. 

Vox audita perit, 'itera ſcripta manet. 
That which you only hear, you may 
quickly forger, and ſo the words with 
the ſound periſh in the Air, when 
written, eſpecially printed words abide, 
and may bring to your remembrance 
the things which you have heard long 


20. Bur if you! would have theic 
A 2 words 


| The Epiſtle Dedicato y. | 
words in theſe” ſheets abide indeed 
with you, better than if they were en- 
graven upon a rock, and written with | 

a Pen of Iron, and point of a Dia- 
mond, you mult get them tranſcribed 
and reprinted , I mean upon your 
hearts. Your hearts as yet in a great 
meaſure, are a raſa tabula, like a fair 
table, or white ſheer of Paper in which 
little is written ; Do not furrow the 

Table with Coplcience-woundin 
ſins; do not blot and beſmear the 
Paper with the defilements of Luſt : 
Put get the Law of God engraven 
upon the Table of your hearts, and 
the Counlels of the moſt High given 
you out of his Wprd written upon 
_ the white ſheet within you. It is true, 
the youngeſt of you are defiled with 
Original fin, and are grown more 
foul with Actual tranſgreisions, which | 
none of you can in whole excuſe your 
ſelves from, however for the preſent 


you 
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you may be free from the more groſs 
pollutions of the World, and not ar- 


rived to that degree and height of 


' wickedneſs, which the audacious fin- 


ners of this vicious Age have attained 
unto : But if you would getthe Word 
written in your hearts, ir will both 
wake you clean, and keep you clean, 
Pſal. 1 19. 9. Wherewith ſhall a young man 
cleanſe his way ? by taking heed thereto ac- 
cording to thy Word. And v. 11. Thy 
Word have IT hid in my hears, that T may not 
fin againſt thee, | 

Dear Youths, my love is great unto 
your Souls, and my defires are earneſt 
after your ſalvation, ir rejoyceth my 
heartto fee ſo many of your faces in 
my Auditory here, it will morercjoyce 
me, if I may ſee all thoſe faces in 


| Heaven at laſt, and truly I hopethat 


many of you will be my Crownand 
Glory inthe day of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; therefore it is that I preach, - 

A} there- 


ah 07 


of Advice unto you, the chief heads of 
which are, 1. That you would ſeek 
Firſt the Kingdom of God, where alone 
your chief happineſs doth Iye, as the 
End. 2. That you would ſeek the 
Righteouſneſs of God , which is in his 
on, that jt might be imputed unto 
you for your Juſtification, and that ir 
might be imparted unto you for your 
Renovation and Sanfifcation, as the 
neceſlary Meats to attain this End, 
without which there is no polsibility 
_ of admittance for you into the King- 
dom otGod. 3: That ( having ob- 
tained Grace in the truth of it } you 
would labour to grow in Grace, and to | 
| be ſtrong therein, that you might be |. 
enabled both to do and ſuffer what- 
ever (Tod ealleth you unto. 4. That 
you would get acquatnted with the Word 
of Cod, and endeavour that it may 
' abide ard dwell in you richly, as the 
choicelt 
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The Epiſile Dedicatory. 
choiceſt of all Treaſures. 5. That:you 
would labour to overcome the Wicked 
one, and all bis temptations, whereby he 
would draw you unto lin, eſpecially 
thoſe ſins which in Youth you ate 
moſt inclinable unto. ; £417 29/2 

Beloved young men, you live inthe 
dregs of times, in a wicked and de- 
bauched generation ; take heed of fol- 
lowing a multitude to do evil ./ fave 
your ſelves from their ſins, as you de- 
ſire God ſhould ſave you from their: 
puniſhnents. Come out from amongſt 
them, if you cannot in regard of your 


+ place , be ſure to do it in regard of 


your courſe and praftice; refrain too. 


| familiar converſe with the wicked and 


profane z let your Companions be 
ſuch as fear the Lord, walk in the 
way of (Tood Men, take that courſe 
as the moſt do that ſeem to be moſt 
ſerious, and to have their faces towards 
Heaven, I haye endeavoured to an- 

” \wer 
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{wer and remove the chief prejudices 
which are raiſed to diſcourage and di- 
yert from this way: You may ſafely 
| and confidently venture into it, and 
walk'init, and you will finde (whart- 
ever the oppoſitions and diſcourage- 
ments be therein) the end of it to be 
peace and happineſs. The Lord grant 
that this Book may be a Means to 
| Keep you from fin, and help you for- 
| wardin the way to Heaven, which is 
the deſire and prayer of | 


Your faitbfull Monitor, and dear 
Lover of your Souls, 


'T. Vincent. 
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MAaTTH. 6. 33. 


But ſeek ye Firſt the Kingdom of God and his 
' Righteouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall be 


; added unto you. 


'ESHISEHESE words are part of our Savi- 
ours Sermon upon the Mount, in 

&< Which he ſpake with ſo much autho-' 
ay rity, that the people were altoniſhed 
} at his doctrine, for never man ſpake. 
| _. aS he fpake, The ſubject of this Ser- 
mon, is many excellent Promiſes, Precepts, DireQi-- 
ons,Cautions, Exhortations, backed with Motives aud 
Arguments very needfull for the promotion of Holt» 
neſs in Heart and Life. 1. Our Saviour gives ſeveral. 
promiſes of blefſedne(s both here and hereafter, to 
quicken his Diſciples in their endeavours atter ſome 


choice Graces and qualifications of minde, and to in» 
B courage 


2 Words of Advice to Toung Men. 
courage them againſt the outward perſecution, 
which for his' fake they might meet withall in th} 
world, chap. 5. from verf. 2.to 15, 2. He direqs 
them how they ſhould bchave themſclves as Mini- 
ſters, and his Diſciples, by the ſtmilitudes of Salt, 
Light, a City ſet upon @ bill, unto which they had or 
ſhould have a conformity , from, verſ. 15. to v. 17. 
E3- He declares the immutability and purity of the 
Moral Law, vindicating it from the corrupt and falſe 
gloſles of the Phariſees, and explaining it in 1ts ſpiri- 
tual reach and meaning. 4. He warns them again 
Hypocrihe in their Religious Services, prefling them 
In their Alms, Prayers, Faſts, to approve their hearts 
fo God, who ſeeth in ſecret, that they might receive 
an open reward, chap.6. from v. 1. tov. 19. 5. He 
exhorts them to lay .up for themſelves Treaſures in 
Heaven, and not to be folicitous about the Provitz- 
ons of this Life; which Exhortation he backeth 
with fix Arguments. The firſt is drawn from the 
ſafety of Heavenly Treaſures, being removed beyond 
the reach of ruſt, aud moth, aud thief; The ſecond, 
from the uncertainty of carthly Treaſurcs , which 
are in danger of being corr»pred and ftoln, v. 19.20 : 
he third from the inconſiſtency of the true love of 
od with the over-cager love of things here below, 
Te cannot love God and Mammoy, v. 24. The fourth 
from the aſſurance they might have that the Lord 
would, without their carking care, provide as much 
of theſe things as he ſaw needtull for them 3 and that 
by their experience 1, Of Gods goodneſs to them- 
ſelves in things of a far greater moment, namely, in 
giving them [fe which was more than meat, and in 
giving them bodzes which was more than raiment, 
V. I5. 2, Of Gods goodnels to creatures of far lis 
| | dignity, 


Words of Advice to Young Men. = 
dignity, namely, his feeding the Fowls, and cloathing 
the Lillies, v. 26. The fifth from cheir inability to 
procure theſe things. by their-anxious thoughts about 
them, v. 27. The tixth, becauſe hereby they did tin- 
fally conform uncoithe Gentiles and Heathens, % 32. 
And then at'laft our Saviour dixets how-t6 obtain 
theſe earthly things without ſuch follicitouſaefs; 
namely, by the ſecking{ tirſt of heavenly things, as in 
the Text ; But ſeek, ye firit the Kingdom of God, and 
hy righteouſneſs, ang all theſe things ſhall be added un- 
fo you. 

In which words there are two parts, | 

1. An Exhortation, But ſeek, ye Firſt the Kingdom 
of God and bis Righteouſneſs, 

2. An argument to enforce it, aud all theſe things 
ſhall be added unto you. 

In the Exhortation there is, 

1. The Duty, ſeek, ye the Kingdom of God, and his 
righteouſneſs. 

2. The Scaſon or Order, in this word F irſt, S Seek, 
ye firſt, &c, 

[n the Argument, which is a Promiſe, theres Is, 

7. The Things premiſcd, theſe things, temporal 
things, ſuch as food, raiment, and whatever is need- 
tull for the body, whereof our Szviour had becn 
ſpeaking. 

2.. The fullnc6 of the Promiſe, Ai theſe things, 
nothing thall be wanting. 

3. The manner of conveyance, they ſpall be added 
unto you, they ſhall be caſt in as appurtenances and 
over-plus, 
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SECT. I. 


Shall ſpeak only-to the former. part of the words, 

namely, the Exhortation , whence we may ob- 
{erve, 3:7} 

Doc, That :it-as the great duty of all the Children 

of. men to ſeek firſt the Kingdom and Righteouſneſs 
f God. | 
if handling of which point I ſhall ſhew, 

1. What we are to underſtand by the Kingdom" and 
Righteouſneſs of God. 

2. What it #« roſeck this Kingdom and Righteouſneſs. 

3. What is implied in this word Fixlt. 

4. That all the Children of men ought Firſt to ſeek 
the Kingdom and Righteouſneſs of God. 

5. 4APp!Y. 


—Þ 


1. What are we to underſtand by the Kingdom 
and Righteouſneſs of God. There is a three-fold 
Kingdom of God. 1. The Kingdom of his Power, 
1 Chron. 29, 11. Thane is the Kingdom, O Lord, and 
thou art exalted as head atove All, 2.The Kingdom 
of his Grace, Luk, 17.21. The Kingdom of God is 
within you. 3. The Kingdom of his Glory, Fob.z.3. 
Except a man be born agaln, he cannst ſce the Kingdom 
of God. The Kingdom of Gods Power be ſure js not 
here ſpoken ofz ſome underſtand hereby the King- 
dom of his Grace: But I rather think, that in this 
place the Kingdom of God is to be taken for the 
Kingdom of his Glory, where the chiet and perfe&t 
happineſs of men doth lye, which our Saviour would 

haye 


Words of Advice fo Young Met. 5 
have them to ſeck,' and not'be follicitous- about 
earthly things which are ſo empty and tranſitory : 


- And I the rather conceive that it is to be taken for 


the Kingdom of Glory, becauſe the Kingdom of 
Grace which 1s the way to Glory; 15 included in. the 
next word, namely, the righteouſneſs of God, as 
Rom. 14.17. The Kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink,, tut righteouſneſs and peace, &c; There is a 
twofold righteouſnets of God, 1. That righteouſ- 
neſs which is imputed to us, whereby we are juſti- 
fied, called the righteouſneſs of God by Faith, Phil. 3. 9. 
2. That righteouſneſs which is wrought in us, b2- 
gun1n regeneration, when we are renewed after the 
image of God in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, Eph. 
4. 24. and in the work of SanGifhcation is more and 
more incrcaſed and augmented, whereby we grow in 
our ſpiritual ſtature, untill we come to a perfe&t 
man, to be perfe&tly righteous, even as Chriſt is 
righteous. The Object then which we are to ſeek 
is the Kingdom of God, the Crown of glory, which 
God hath layd up for his people, the Happineſs of 
Heaven as the End 3 and the righteouſneſs of God, 
reconciliation to-him, through the imputation ofhis 


' Sons rightcouſneſsz and conformi:y to him through 


the working inherent righteouſneſs in us by the ope- - 
ration of his Spirit, as the way to this Kingdom, 
and neceſſary means to attain this end, | 


— 
h — I 


\-2. The ſecond thing is to ſhew what it is to ſeek, 
the Kingdom and Righteouſneſs of God : and here 
two thirgs are implyed, 1. A diligent Enquiry after 
theſe things. 2. A diligent endeavour in the uſe of 
means to obtain them. s 44: | 

B 3 1: A 
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x. A diligent. enquiry after theſe things, and that 
both after the things and after the means; ſuch as, 
ſeck after this kingdom and righteouſnels, they firi 
inform: themſelves jn the nature, worthi and\need 
which they have of thefe things, and then diligent+ 
ly inquire how they may get a part and uterclt in 
them: Firlt, they enquire who will ſhew us the 
chief good? We ſce that the Creatures cannot yield 
us ſatisfaRtion, we cannot finde any perfect and com- 
pleat happineſs upon. the Earth, where ſhall we 
finde it ? And being informcd by the Word and Or- 
dinances that God 1s the chief good, that his fayvqur 
is better than life, and that in his righteouſneſs there 
is the beginning of true happineſs, and jn his King- 
dom there is perfection ot happineſs ; that in his 
preſence there 1s fulne(s and eternity of joy ind ble{- 
ſedneſs, and that whilcſt they remain under the guilt 
and power of (in, they are under the Curſe ; and be- 

_ fore they obtain his righteouſneſs, and a title to his 
Kingdom, they are in a loſt eſtate, their condition 
for the preſent is miſerable, and thcy are expoſed 


every moment to be thrown into the dark and deep - 


dungeon of Hell, where they ſhall be moſt horribly 
and etcrnally tormented they further ( being con- 
vinced of fin, and awakened with the fear of punith- 
ment )) carneſtly enquire how they may be delive- 
xcd from the etiate of tin and miſery, and be brought 
to a ftate of ſalvation 3 as the Jaylour, A. 16, 30, 


Sirs, what muſt I dy to be ſaved ? And being told that” 


. Chriſt only can fave them from fin and wrath to 
come; they enquire how they may get an intereſt in 
Chriſt, and ſhare in his righteouſneſs 3 and being told 
of the Happineſs in the Ziou which is above, they 
enquire how they may get a title to the Kingdom of 

ai Heaven, 
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Heaven , and ask the way to Ziex with their: faces 
thitherward, as the Church, Fer: 50.5. Such as ſcek 
the Kingdom of God to purpoſe, they ſet their fa- 
ces towards the heavenly Feruſalem ;, theit hearts 
are ſet upon it, they are refolved to get it whatever 
it colt them 3 they ask the way not with their faces 
Hell-ward, as ſome do, but with their faces Hea- 
ven-ward, being refolv'd to ſubmit to any tetms; 
co make uſe of any means ſo they may obtain it: 

2. Secking atter Gods Kingdom and Righteouſ- 
nels, doth umply a diligent endeavour in the uſe of 
means Chaving tound out what means are requiſite 


| that they may obtain theſe things. Having found 


the Ficld where the Treaſure is hid, there they dig 
that they may poſſeſs themſelves of the treaſure z 
Having found the Cabinet where the Jewel doth lye, 
they labour to open the Cabinet that they may get 
the Jewel : Having fourid the Shop, the Market 
where the Oyl is ſold, they come to the place and 
buy : Being informed of a Scepter of grace held forth; 
they come and lay hold on it : Being informed of a 
Door of mercy, they come and knock, there they 
will lye, there they will crye, thete they- will dye; 
it they periſh, they will periſh in the uſe of means : 
Pray, hear, read, meditate, they will uſe any means, 
which God hath preſcribed in his Word, though 
never fo harſh and diſpleating to fleſh, and croſs 
to their carnal intereſt ; Though the uſe of power- 
full means may bz hazzardous, though they may en- 
2anger Liberty, Eſtate, Life, they will not flinch and 
ftarc afide out of Gods way to his Kingdom what- 
ever ' enemies and oppoſition they meet withall 
therein 3 they will perſevere in the way when the” 
Sun of perſecution thines hot upon them, they will 
ITE B 4 ; hold 
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hold on their courſe whatever the way and weather 


.be, and ſo by patient continuance in well-doing ſeek for 


£lory and bonour, aud immortality, Rom. 2, 7. if by 
any means they may attam the poſſeſſion of this King- 
dom of God. 


PE a heemas 


he —_— 


3- The third thing is to ſhew what is implyed 
in this word Firſt, Seek firft the Kingdom and righte- 
onſneſs of God. | 


1. Precedency of Time. 
Iwo chings,F 7 Precedency of Dignity. 


Seek Firſt, that 1s, =_ —trrm—g 


Seck Firſt, that 1s, ow 4 


1. Scck firſt the Kingdom of God and his righte- 


ouſneſs, that is, ſeek theſe things timely, before other 


things, ſeek them in the Morning of your Life, in 
the Spring of your years,in the flower of your Youth. 
Read Eccleſiaftes 12. 1. Remember wow thy Creator in 
the dayes of thy Youth, while the evil dayes come not , 
or the years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I have no 
pleaſure in them, Remember thy Creator, that God 
that made thee, and who alone can new make thee; 
who formed thy body in the womb, and who alone 
can form Chriſt in thy heart z who created thy ſoul, 
breathing into thee the breath of life, and who alone 


- Can create the New Man in thee after his Image, by 


breathing into thee his quickening Spirit : Remem- 
ber thy Creator, who not long tince brought thee 
out of the loathed cſiate of Nothing, and newbend 

tnee 


| 
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thee amongſt his Creatures; and who can bring 
thee out of the more loathed eftate of fin,,and num- 
ber thee amongſt his Children ; Remember him, 
endeavour to know him, how great and good he is, 
how glorious and gracious 3 remember him, minde 
him who is every where preſent; remember him, 
get a holy awe and dread of him upon thee z re- 
member him, get an intereſt in him, and acquain- 
tance with him; remember him, make choice of 
him for thy God, and chief good ; ſeek his favour, 
ſeek his Kingdom and Righteouſne(s : And that 
Now in the dayes of thy Youth, in thy firlt years, 
when it is not long ſince thou camelt out of bis 
hands; remember him in thy Spring and bloom, 
before the Winter come 3 remember him in thy beſt 
dayes, bcfore the evil dayes, and the years of old de- 
crepid age draw nigh, when thy body may be full of 
diſeaſes, thy bones full of the fins of thy Youth, and 
thy Soul full of evil habits, and thou ſhalt ay, I 
have no pleaſure in them; when God whom thou 
haſt forgot, ſhall ſay, I have no pleaſure in thee 3 and 
thou ſhalt ſay, I have no pleaſure in my Life z when 
thou ſhalt have neither inward nor outward com- 
fort ; when thy heart ſhall ſay concerning riches, ho- 
nours, and all ſ{cnſua] enjoyments, I have no' plea» 
ſure in them 3 I hoped for good, but I have met with 
diſappointment; I looked for ſweetneſs and fatis- 
faction, but I am more unſatisfied than before ; that 
which I formerly took delight in, hath a bitter taſte 
and reflection: My years now are irkſome, and te- 
dious, and I can tinde no pleaſure in them. This 
was Solomons advice to young men to remember 
their Creator 1n the dayes of their Youth, and this is 
the advice of our Saviour a wiſcr than Solomon, to 


ſeek, 


Io Words of Advice to Toung Men, 


ſeek firft the Kingdom of God and bis Righteouſueſs |; 


to ſeck this timely, before other things. 

2. Seek firſt the Kingdom of God, and his righte-| 
ouſneſs, that is chiefly, and above other things, The 
things of this world may be fought ; but it muſt be 
in ſubordination to the things of Gods Kingdom: : 
You muſt make Earth to ſtoop to Heaven, and the 
concernments of the Body mult give place to the 
concernments of the Soul z you mult let the things 


of God have the chict of your thoughts and care. 


— — 


4.The fourth thing is to ſhew that all the children 


awe 


of men ought firſt to ſeek the Kingdom and righte> | 


ouſneſs of God : All are bound to do it by vertue of 


the Precept in the Text, as well as engaged by their þ 
own Intereſt. It is for Gods glory that they ſhould | 


do it, and it is requitite in order to their own good z 
and it is very reaſonable for men to ob:y when God 
commands nothing but what is in order to their 
own happineſs, which they cannot neglect, but it 
will be to their ruin and deliruQtion ; This duty 
then lyeth upon every one, to {cck Gods Kingdom 
and righteouſneſs; no wealth, honour, dignity, or 
whatever elſe this world conceits and flatters can 
give a ſuperſedeas hereunto 3 no condition, calling, 
temptation, or whatever engagements any may pre- 
tend, can excuſe from it ; neither the voluptuous in- 
clination of Youth, nor the tedious infirmities of Old 
Age can be a ſufficient diſpenſation for the neglect 
of it. The Emphatis of the word Firſt T ſhall xclerve 
to ſpeak to in the word of Advice by and by. | 


SECT. 
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be en Improvement I ſhall make of this Do- 
: Arine, ſhall be in two woras. 

WC I. By way of Reproef. 

we 2. By way of Advice. . 

3s | Uſe 1. For Reproof of thoſe that ſeek the King- 
lom of God aud his righteouſncls faſt. 

2. That ſcek thele things leaft, 

That ſeck the kingdom and righteouſneſs of 
ry laſt ; that make this the laſt butineſs of their 
me, which ſkould be done tirlt; when their dayes 
re {tretched out to their tull length, then they be- 
in to ſeck after Gods Kingdom , In the mean time 
putting off Gods Miniſters, who warn and call them 
s Felix did Paul, untill a more convcnient ſ(cafon, 
a, 24.26. Thus like Bankrupt Debters they crave 
rther day, untill as Fob 20. 11. they are on a fud- 
cn clapt up into Prifon, and lye down with their 
mes tull of the fins of their Youth, 

2 That ſcek the Kingdom and righteouſncl(s of 
od leaſt, who ſeck theſe things after a ſort, but ic 
by the by, they do not make it their buſineſs 3 
at ſeck, but it 1s in a flothtull, careleſs manner z 
at ſeek, but do not lirive 10 enter inat the ſtreight 
ate, that do not fſeck heartily, diligently, chiefly ; 
at ſeek the things of the world in the tirlt place, 
d the things of Gods Kingdom afterwards, and as 
ole things will ſuit with their ſecular intereſts, 
nd eartaly concerniments, as if Mammon were to 
c preferred betore God, and Earth were of more 
rorth than Hcaven, and the Budy mere cxccllent 
than 


od ad 
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than the Soul. I might here both ſpeak of the ſi: 
of thoſe perſons, and ſhew how they diſhonour GodF* 
of the folly of thoſe perſons, and ſhew how they ar 
mjurious to themſelves. But it is the next word ÞÞ 
chiefly intend. . 
| on nn 

SECT. TIL y 
's 
Uſe 2.4 NE Advice, and that to Young Men, to pul? 
in practice the duty of the Text , Seeſ* 
firſt the Kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs. Y 
The chiet compolition of this Auditory at thi? 
time being young men, and the occation of this Serj" 
mon being the defire of young men ; I ſhall there}® 
fore addreſs my felt wholly unto you, that arſ® 
young, It is a goodly fight to behold ſo many 
you come together,to hear ſomething for your foul 
good." I had ſeveral Texts propounded to my*' 
thoughts to ſpeak unto; this I thought might be : 
ſuitable and ſcaſonable as any : Your forwardnels tt 
hear, maketh me hope you will be forward to obey * 
O that my Doctrine might now drop like the dew] Y 
and that my words of advice out of the Word of 
God, might be like the rain falling upon the tende "* 
graſs, which cauſeth it to ſpring : Let it not be liky * 
water falling upon ſo many rocks, which maket}Y 
no impreſſion; or like rain upon barren ground] Y 
which bringeth forth briars and thorns, inſtead q ® 
hearbs meet” for the Maſters uſe; you know tha © 
{uch ground is nigh unto curſing and burning|& 
Heb. 6. 8. | i; — 
Receive then, Dear Youths, the word of Advi h 
which I now give you in the name of my Lord an] 
Maſte 
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 61Maſter, from whoſe mouth the Word did firſt pro- 
4 q; ed : Seek, firſt the King dom and righteouſneſſe of 
ar(God. There is a generation -of old ones who are 
4 1g0ing off the ſtage of the world, and you are Come- 
ing on in their room; ere long they will lie down 

in the duſt, and you not long tince did ſpring out of 

— lit; they are almoſt come to their Journeys endy and 
you are ſetting forth on the way they are even ar- 
rived at the Port, and you are now putting forth to 
Sea. It is of the greateſt concernment inthe world 
to take and follow good advice at the firſt, before 
you are engaged too farr. Here therefore I ſhall put 
chilyou in minde, that there are two wayes or paſlages 
Gerj1n Which all the children of men are travelling ; the 
erel One 15 the way of ſin, the other 1s the path of righte- 
ar) ouſneſs: The way of fin 15 broad, an open, beaten 
y 410d you may ecafily know it by the multitude of 
all Travellers, it 15 the courle of the world. Your Pa- 
my Ents when they bring you into the world, ſet you 
& al down in this way 3 and many, yea molt of them go 
& ed before you in it : It appeareth to you the ſmootheſt 
beyl and faireſt way 3 it may ſeem a delightfull way to 
ex you at the firſt, ſftrewed with roſes; ſuch company, 
4 of fuch cnticements you may have in this way, as may 
1ded render 1t moſt delireable, if you take Senſe and Fleſh 
1;k) for your guides and counſellers. But let me warn 
cer{ you bcfore-hand that you walk not in this way, you 
nd] will quickly finde the pleaſurcs in this way todrop 
4 Jand tade, the flowers will wither, the Sun will be 
++] clouded, the delights of fin will vaniſh; and heavy 
griefs, and bitter ſorrows , and vexation of ſpirit 
will ſuccced, and blot out all the ſweet reliſh you 
vid have had of unlawtull enjoyments : You will finde 
an] your ſclvcs bereaved, and diſappointed 1n that ſatis- 
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faftion and happineſs you, looked and hoped for ift! 
a linfull courſe, It is a dangerous way there arq0! 
unſcen ſnares in it, and: you will receive ſecret,. buſla 
deep and mortal wounds, which are beyond the arfat 
of man to cure: It is the way which leadeth to de 
firuQion, Matth. 7. 14. It is the-high road to Hell Jy: 
thither it will bring you : And if there be ſome ſen}! 
(ual ſweetneſs in the beginning of the way, think 
what bitterneſs there will be at the end thereof 1y* 
Think how: terrible D-ath will be unto you, afteyh 
a life of tin : but think how dreadfull the puniſha! 
ment of Hell will be when you are let thorow thelA 
gate of death, into that place of extream and dread-|ti 
tull torment. If 

There is another way, namely the path of Righ-+|c 
teoulne(s, the way of Holineſs, 'which is narrow and 
hath a ſtrait gate; which you muſt go thorow, ifffa 
you would get into it, namely the gate of Regene-[! 
ration. It is a way that 1s difficult to tinde, tedious|© 
and irkſome at firltz it isa weeping and ſorrowtult|di 
way at the entrance, few there be that tinde it 3 molt jd! 
are diſcouraged by the narrownelſs and difficulty of [yt 

it, from putting their teet into it ; But it is the way 
of Life, it is the way to the Kingdom, it is the way Þn 
of Peace, it is the way of God, it is the way to |V\ 
Heaven. The difficulty 15 chiefly at the hiſt 3 the fat 
ſorrows 2re moſily in the pangs of the New Birth, [ 
in conflicting for paſſage thorow the ftrait gate 3 [fe 
weepins, may endureor a night, but joy cometh [E 
in the :norning : Trouble may b2 your companion - 

of 

oY 


for a while, but p-acc and- {wectneſs ſucceed in its | 
room. It you walk tfteadily, you will tinde it to be | 
a way of (uch pleaſure and delight, as you never 
did tinde or can tinde mn che way of tin; And if 
there 
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Y ifthere ſhould be clouds and rain, and ſtormy windes 
arqof trouble and temptation in the Journey, yet the 
bullatter end will be Pcaces be ſure there will be reft 
- arjand happineſs in the Kingdom into which death 
defwilleonvey your Souls after they are ſeperated from 
ell fyour Bodies; there you will finde fullneſs of joy, and 
[en{leaſure for evermore, | 
ink So that you have here Life and Death ſet before 
of ;you ; Heaven and Hell; eternal Happineſs andeter- 
fregnal Miſery : the latter at the end of the way of lin, 
ihJand the former at the' end of the way of Holineſs. 
theJAnd which will you chooſe ? it you will run with 
a - the wicked in the ſame exceſs of riot, if you will 

" Ifollow the 'multitude to do cvil, if you will walk ac- 
>h-|cording to the courſe of the world, tultilling the de- 
ndffires of your fleſh, and make provihon for the ſatis- 
| if]faQRtion of its luſtsz you will be found at laſt inthe 
1e-[number of the children of wrath, and the wrath of 
us| God will certainly come upon all ſuch Children of 
ull|diſobedience ; If you will hve atter the fleſh, you ſhall 
oſt jdie, you ſhall not eſcape the ſtroke of eternal death, 
of [you cannot avoid the damnation of Hell. But if you 
ay [will turn your feet into the narrow path, and walk 
ay þn the way of Obedience, which is the beginning of 
to | Wiſdom, if you will ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God, 
ne jand his righteouſneſs 3 you have a promiſe that God 
h, [will provide for you whatever 1s needfull for you of 
3 [temporal things, and in the end he will give you the 
h [Eternal Tnheritance. Let me preſs upon you, dear 
n ung Men, the advice of the Text, to ſeek firſt the 
ts [Kingdom and righteouſneſs of God, ſeek the Kingdom 
e [of God as the end, and ſeck the Righteouſneſs of God 
r ſas the way and means, 
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SECT. IV. 


T. JO Iſt ſeck the Kingdom of God. Here isa King, 
F dom proffered ro you, not an Earthly King 
dom, but the Kingdom of Heaven : here is a Crow 
ſet betore you, not a Crown ot Gold, but tha 
which 1is infinitely more precious, a Crown of Glo 
Ty: As mean as you are, you may be all Prince 
Sons and Heirs of the' King of Heaven , if you willl 
look and ſceli after it. Some Youths have aſpirin 
mindes ; like the Eagles they fore aloft, and would 
ſt their neſts among the fiarrs, as 0bad. 4+ you Cans 
not aſpire to a greater dignity, than'to get a title 
to the Kingdom of God here you may mount as 
high as you will in your aim without fin, and attain 
an eternal Habitation, and Manſion above the Stars, 
even in the Palace of Heaven. Some young men have 
covetous dctires atter the World, and they will 
ſpare no labour in ſceking after carthly riches, and 
an Inheritance here below : Let me entreat you to 
covet earneltly the bcſt riches ; do not endeayour fo 
much to hoard up riches, as to layup treat 
mean treaſures in Heaven, which neither. m 
ruſt can corrupt, nor thieves break, thorow>ihd ſteal, 
Mat. 6. 20. Get a title to the Inheritance which | 
incorruptible and undefiled , and falcth not away, 
which Jeſus Chriſt hath purchaſed and prepared. 
Some young men addict chemfelves to the pleaſures 
af the fleſh, thcy are very jovial and frolick in their 
youth, walking In the wayes of their heart, and in 
the ſight of their eyes, and very defirous of carnal 
delights, and (cnſual ſatisfactions; here are delights 
and 
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and pleaſures before you of a higher and puter na- 
eure, more reall and ſubſtantial, more durable and 
lacing. The waycs of God are wayes of pleafant- 
neſs : But Oh what Joyes are there laid up in ſtore, 
what delights are there in Heaven, m the immedi- 
ate vition and full fruition of God the chic good! 
O ſeck the Kingdom of God,where there are fall and 
everlalting pleaſures, | 441 
'. And it you would get a title tothis Kingdom of 
God, and at leugth poſſeſſion of it, you mutt, 

1. Study the vanity and emptineſs of all things 
here bclow ;, hearken to Reaſon, which will tell you 
fo, becauſe theſe things are unſuitable, unpropor- 
tionable, uncertain, of a fading and periſhing na=- 
ture, Believe the report of the Word concerning . 
the World and all things therein : Vanity of vanities 
ſaith the Preacher, all is vanity, Eccl. 1.1. read that 
book throughout. Take the experience of others, 
who have tryed the world, and after. the fulleſt and 
moſt d<fireable enjoyment of theſe things, have come 
off with diffatisfaQtion. Think how dangerous it 
will be for you to try : Let the Rocks which @thers 
have ſplit themſelves upon, be a warning to you to 
ſteer your courſe another way. Never look for, never 


. ſeek happineſs in the World 3 believe me, it is not 


there to be found. And therefore do not lay up your 


' treaſure on Earth. 


2. Look into the Word, where life and immortality 
# brought to light; where the glory and happineſs of 
Heaven, and the things. which God hath there pre- 
pared for them that love him, are in ſome meaſure 
revealed. Look into the Goſpel, which like a Pro- 
ſpedtive-glaſs will give you ſome view of the glory 
which is above 3 there you may perceive that Heayen 
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15 a place of reſt , of peace, of light, of joy, of per- 
. feR and eternal happineſs. 

By the Word you may underſtand what happi- 
neſs is. prepared for the Body, how gloriouſly that 
will ſhine, even like the Sun, and be made like 


Chriſis moſt beautifull and glorious body at the Re-. 


ſurreion: There you may underſtand what glory 
will be put upon the Soul, what ſhining garments 
of Holincſs it will be cloathed withall, and what 
Joyes of the Maſter it will be filled with. 
3. Compare Earth and Heaven together inthe 
ballance , and fee which duth outwcigh ; whether 
the exceeding and eternal weight of glory be not 
more ponderous, than all the glory and happineſs 
which the world can give, which indecd is not ſo 
much as the duſt of the ballance to compare with it. 
And having made diligent enquiry and ſeriouſly con- 
fidered and comparcd both theſe, then make your 
choice; the time of your Youth 1s the chooting time 
renoun:e the World, and make choice of this King- 
dom of God for your portion and Inheritance; and 
be co. tented to ſtay for your chief happineſs till you 
come forth of the. World : take not that for your 
portion which will fo. foon be ſpent 3 but chooſe 
that which will be both ſatisfying and everlaſting, 
though you ſtay fome time before you come to the 
full poſſcſfion of it. | 
4- Apply the Promiſes of Eternal Life, 1 Fob. 
2. 24+ This 15 the promiſe which he hath promiſed, even 
eternal life, Titus 1. 2. I hope of eternal life, which 
God that cannot lye, hath promiſed : Build upon theſe 
and the like Promiſes, they are a firm footing and 
ground for Faith, which will not fail. 7 
$5. Apply your (elves unto Feſus Chrift, in — 
al 
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all the Promiſes are. yea and amex, who hath pur- 
chaſed this Kingdom, and hath taken poſlefſion- of 
it, and alone can give you title and admiſſion. 

6. Be earneit for this at the Throne of Grace, that 
whatever God gives,he would not deny you his King- 


- dom, that he would not put you off with the world 


for your portion, - that you; may. not! have your good 
things only in this, lifez -urge the promiles of eternal 
life, thew him his hand-writing, plead the merit and 
mediation of his Son reſolve to take no denyal, preſs 
in at the door, ſtrive to get in at the ſtrait gate 3 en- 
deavour to take Heaven by violence; of -which more 
by. and by. ry Bits ATICTS: TR 

7. Gct thoſe qualifications which! are needhillto 
fit you for this Kingdom, which age. included/in;this 
Word Righteouſneſs : ; And 'that i5 the ſecond thing 
I would prels you unto. |. oo ob44 rt 


FY 


I. If you would ſeek Gods Kingdom, fo as to 
obtain, 'you: mult alſo ſcek Gods Righttouſneſs, Seck 
imputed righteouſneſs z the- guilt of; fin, mult be xe 
moved before it is poſlible for any; to have admiffion 
wmto the Kingdom of God. You all are: guilty of ſing 
God is: offended, his Juſtice muſt be ſatisfied 3 you 
are inſufficient, being finite, Chriſt hath made it ir 
your ſtead, his righteouſacſs is perfeR;, there muſt 
bs an imputation-hereof unto you, if you would obs 
tain remiſſion of fins, and an inheritance among the 
p-ople of God. Your ſalvation doth depend upon your 
application of Chriſts righteouſnels; ſtudy your need, 
get, conviction, of fin, conſider your !danger while 
under guilt, underſtand the intent of Chriſtsſuffer« 
ings, acquaint your ſelf with the tenour of the Cove- 


nant of Grace, And.Crilt being held forth to you, 


C 3 _ ly 


a 


to 
DL Words of Advice'to Young Men. 
Hhy'hold on hitn by faith, this 'righteouſneſs being in- 
'tended for you, and proffered unto you, make appli- 
cation of itz cloathe your felves'with it by faith, and 
therein appear with confidence before God, pleading 
for:pardon and acceptation. | 
2. Seek hatparted; righteouſneſs : Imputed righte- 
'oufneſs is neceſſary to entitle you to Gods Kingdom, 
'umparted 1ighteouſnc(s is neceſſary to qualitie and 
iprepare you for Gods Kingdom. This righteouſ- 
neſs here is imperfe&, and cannot be the cauſa reg- 
-#andi, the cauſe of reigning, yet it 15via ad regnum, 
The way to'the Kingdom. This righteouſneſs 15 be- 
gun in Regeneration, and further increaſed in San- 
Qification, 4s hath been ſaid. 
''- 1, You muſt be regenerate, born again, if ever 
you would ſtertheRingdom of God, Fobn 3. 3. Old 
things muſt paſs away, and all things muſt become 
new, 2 Cor. 5. 17. As a man muſt be born be- 
fore hecan poſſels an Earthly Inheritance, fo a man 
| Muſt be new-born before he can poſſefs the Heavenly 
Inheritance. Firſt you muſt be Children before you 
can be Heirs of God; you muſt be Children by ado- 
Ptid#, and you muſt be Children by regeneratice. 
Labour theh after a gracious change in your hearr, 
fee ' your need of it, apply your ſelves to God for it 3 | 
beg 'carneftly that he would by his Spirit be pleaſed | 
to-effe&t its put your ſelves under-the influence of 
the Word, be ready to yield to the movings and 
firivings of the Spirit. ; 
. 2. Having ſhot the Gulph, paſſed thorow the 
frait gate of Regeneration , and obtained the be- 
ginning ofthe work of grace, you muſt endeavour 
after SanQificetion, that'you may grow up in holi- 
nels. You muſt by the Spitit-tno:tifie the deeds _ 
; ene 
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the body; and cleanſc your ſelves from all-filthipefs 
both of fleſh and ſpirit, perfeRing holineſs in the 
fear of God; and hereby you will be made meet tq 
be made partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints 1n 
lightz and an entrance will .bc adminiſtred unto yay 
molt afſuredly into the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 7,1, 
Col. 1.12. 2 Pet, 1.11. 


SECT. V. 


Hanan given you advice as to the thing, to 
ſeek the Kingdom and righteouſneſs of God, 1 
{hall now further adviſe and exhort you to ſeek Firſt, 
this Kinglom and Righteouſneſs. 
. 1. Scek Firlt, that is, Timely , and beſore other 
EIngs. ” 
: 2. Seck Firſt, that is, Chiefly, and above other 
toings. en 
1. Seck Firſt the Kingdom and Righteouſne(s of, 
God, that is Timely and before other things, DNo-1t 
now in the time of your Youth, in the Moxnijng «ft 
your Lifc, ſo ſoon as Reaſon doth b2gin to dawn:+; 


 HereIl ſhall give you three motives to ſtirre you up. 
3], to dothis in the time of your Youth. 


- | . <2. The moſt Seaſonable time, 
time of Youth is 3. The mot Safe time. 


I, The time of Youth is the moſt acceptable time, 
2 Cor. 6, 2. The Apoflle ſpeaketh of the day of the 
Goſpel, and I may ſpeak it of the day of Youth : 
Behold now #4 the acceptable time, behold, now is the 
day of ſalvation. Any paxs of the day may be ah A | 
CZ | C3 


Conſider that ted. The moſt Acceptable time. 
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ble 3 be ſure the beginning of the day is moſt © ac-" 
ceptable. God is: beſt pleaſed with young ones who 
ſeek the things which belong to his Kingdom, and 
their ſalvation 3 that dedicate themſelves to his (er- 
vice betimes, before Sathan and the World have ra- 
viſhed their Virgin-aftetions. Under the Law God 


required the Firli-fruits and Firſt-born tor Sacrifice, 
and under the Goſpel God requireth the firſt-fruits 


and firit-born of our time, and thoughts, and: af- 


feions : The fhrlt-fruits under the Law were to bs 
mingled with Oyl and Frankincenſe , which gave 


forth a ſweet favour, Lev. 2. 15. when:you devote + 


che firſt of your time, and parts, and firength to 
God , this is a ſweet favour to him. God taketh 
eſpecial notice of, and is exceedingly pleaſed with 
ea ly fcekers, and timely ſervices. Fer. 2. 2. Iremem- 
. ber the kindneſs of thyyouth, andthe love of thy eſpous 
ſals; and Carr, 6.11. we read of Chriſt, going down 
anto the garden of the Church, to ſee it the Pome- 
granates budded 3 the buddings and blofſums of 
Youth are \weet and plealing to Chriſt : the youngeſt 
Diſciple was Chritts b:loved Diſciple. It is recorded 
for'the commendation of Fefiah , that he did that 
which was right in the fight of God when he was tut 
eight years old, x King. 22. 1. and of Timothy, that 
from a Childe he had known the Holy Scriptures , 
whereby he became wiſe unto ſalvation, 2 Tim. 3, 15. 
None are like to bring ſo much glory 'to God, as 
thoſe that ſcek his Kingdom and Righteouſneſs in 
their youth ; and therefore this time is the melt ac- 
Ceptable time, | ZN | 
1. The grace of young perſons is moſt conſpicu- 
ous; its like the Morning-bluſh; like+the firſt open= 
ing of the-Roſe;; titke a/Diamond/4et-int 'a+Ring 'oÞ 
f 9H & gold, 
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gold ; early grace hath a ſweet fragrancy, and glo» 
rious luſtre in it : The beauty of it doth then moſt 
ſhine, and the power of 1t doth then moſt appear, 
when young ones do deny themſelves, and take up 
the Croſs, and bear the yoak in their youth ; when 
young ones do deafen their cars ayainli all cntice- 


| ments unto pleaſing fins, , and break thorow the 
| temptations rhcy meet withall, and with full pur- 
.| poſe of heart ſtick cloſe unto God. This doth ſhew 


the power of grace, and tendeth much to Gods 


glory. 
2. The time of young ones i5 longeſt which they 


| have to glorifie God 3 when they ſeck and ſerve God 
| betimes, they may not. only cfcape many pollutions 


in the World wherewirh other youths are dehiled, 
to the diſhonour of God, and the wounding of their 
own Conſciences;z but they may- bring much glory 
to God in thezr generations. God hath work cnough 
to employ them in ( all tending to his glory and 
their good) thorowout the whole day of their lives, 
though they ſhould begin in the Morning ſo ſoon 
as they can lee, and work a whole and long Sum- 
mers day, untill the night and darkneſs of old de- 
crepid years. I might inſtance in ſome of the works 
they are to be employed in; they have a pardon to 


{ſue out, evidences to clear, corruptions to mortihe, 


graces to get and improve, a trealure to lay up, tem- 
ptations to rcfilt, relations to hill; ſo many duties to 


| perform to God, to Man: They may finde more 


work than time, Eternity-work is begun 'in this 
life. Now look, as a Maſter who'driveth' a great 


trade, is beſt pleaſed with 'thoſe ſervants' who riſe 


moſt early, and are itiolt diligent in'his buſinefs 3 ſo 
God who hath (G'\nnich 'work'for his:people; is befi 
pleaſed 
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pleaſed with young perſons, who feek him early 
and diligently. 

3. The Strength of young perſons to ſerve God 
with, is the greatelt. 1 Fob.2. 14. Thave writtenun- 
to you young men, becauſe you are ſtrong. Marvellous 1s 
the ſtrength and power of grace in ſome young ones, 
who have been ſanQified betimes, whereby they 
have been enabled to do him ſome notable ſervice in 
the world. In youth, as the Body is moſt firong 
and active, ſo the Soul is mo vigorous and lively, 
and thercfore moſt tit to be employed by the Lord. 
Scck then Gods Kingdom and Righteouſneſs jn the 
time of Youth, becauſe this is the moſt acceptable 
tim:, God 15 beſt pleaſed therewith. 


r—— 
m_ te 


_——— 


2. The time of youth is the moſt ſeaſonable time. 
There# a time for all thirgs, faith Solomon, Eccl. 5.1. 
The time of youth is the moſt {:aſonable time to 
ſeck the Kingdom of God. There are four things 
requifite in ſeeking Gods Kingdom to all fuch as 
would obtain it. . 

1. The Breaking of the bart for ſin. 

2. The Breaking of the beart from ſin. 

3. The Opening 6f the heart to Chriſt, 

4. The Furniſhing of the heart with Grace, 
The time of Youth 15 moſt feafonable for all. 

1. You muſt get your heart broken for fin, it ever 
you would cater into the Kingdom of Heaven 3 you 
maſt mourn for {in hcre, or weep for fin for ever 3 
you muſi {owe in tears, if you would reap m joy. 
The time of youth is mo!t ſegſonable for this 3 your 
{orrow 18 like 'ta;be. listheayy, and-more kindly ; 
The heart hath a natural hardnefb, bur if ic hath 
REL = | got 
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got a contracted hardneſs, it will with more difh- 
culty be broken, if ever it be broken ; Cuſtom in 
fin will take away ſenſe of ſin;. and if you continue 
in the praQtice of tin, you will feel a ſenſeleſneſs and 
Gupidity grow upon your ſpirit 3- and Conſcience 
more tender and timorous at firſt, by degrees will 


*grow ſeared as with a hot Iron, and be paſt feeling. 


Bring . your hearts therefore now under the hammex 
of the Word, that they may be broken; the longer 
you deferre, the harder you will finde it to rc+ 
Ent, 

. 2. You muſt get your hearts broken from ſins 
you mult turn from your evil wayes, otherwiſe ini- 
quity will be your ruine. The longer you continue 
in fin, the harder it will be to leave {in ; cuſtom will 
be a ſecond nature to you 3 the changing whereof 
will be like changing the skin of the Athiopian, and 
taking away the ſpots of the Leopard. When fin js 
rooted and riveted 1n you, if ſo be you ſhould turn 
trom it, it will be with unexpreſhible cearings and 
divulſions of ſpirit. It is a hard thing to irradicate 
old habits, whach at firſt in the tender years may be 
done with more caſe ; Therefore, Dear young ones, 
labour to get fin rooted out of your hearts betimes, | 
Get fin mortified before it hath got too much life 
and firength z oppole fin before it hath got too much 
head and power, which you may do with more fa+ 
cility and fuccels. 

3. You muſt open your hearts and give entertain- 
mens unto Chriſt, it you ever expca to have the gate 
of Heaven opened unto you, and to be entertained 


by Chriſt in his Kingdom. Such as ſhut the door 


of their hearts againſi Chriſt when they are young, 
will nds C if Qhrift doth not withdraw, and leave 
| IR knocking ) 


ſ1t):.4 : 
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knocking) that the door will be-faſter bolted andÞ 


barred within againſt him the longer you hold itÞ 


out, the more will Sathan ſtrengthen the Fort againſt 


Chrift , and more eaſily beat off whatever affaults þ 


are made upon you by the Word and Spirit. Chritt 


C 


| 


will come in. mo!t willingly to them that open ta 


him pieſently 3 and the match will quickly be made 
up, if in youth you hearken to the motion. Let me 
beſeech you, therefore, wy dearly beloved young ones, 
to open the door to- Chrift without any turther de. 
lay 3 by me he {tandeth now and knocketh for enter- 


tainment z what an{wer ſhall T return, that you have þ 
harboured lufis: there, where his lodging ſhould be, | 


and would not part with them? that you put me 
off till a further day, untill you had a liccle longer 
tafted the ſweets of tin : O take heed of ſuch carriage 
of heart towards Chrift, ©uz xox eſt hodie, cras minus 
aptus erit, if you be not willing to open to Chr:ſt 


now, you will be more unwilling to morrow : do | 


it then preſently ; may I be inſtrumencal co joyn the 
Lord Jefus Chrit and you together in marriage  re- 
ceive him into your hearts, and accept of hitr, to 
love, honour, and obey him, and do it heartily and 
refolvedly, and he is yours. 

4. -You mult get your hearts furxiſhed with grace, 
if ever you hope to ſhare in the glory of Gods King- 
dom. - Grace 1s glory in the ſeed, and glory 15 grace 
in the flower; grace is glory in the root-, glory is 
grace in the fruit; grace is gory; the fir{t-frumts, 
glory 15 grace im the harveſt: You muſt get the ſeed 
- fown, the root” planted, or'no flower, 'no fruit, no 
harvelt-is to-be expected you muſt get the King- 
dom of Gods grace within you, Lak, 15. 21. 1f ever 


you 'woilld be admittediinito the Kingdom of his þ 


A-074 | glory. 
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plory. And the time of youth is the moſt feaſonable 
1me for the getting of grace 3 no time like the Spring 
orſctting of this Plant of grace in the heart; in the 
youth the heart is mere plyable, and like the yield- 
ng Wax more ready to receive the impreſſions of 
he Spirit. 


Jy” "OI ———A 
th. 


3- The time of youth is the moſt ſafe time. If you 


make it your firſt care to ſeek the kingdom and 


righteouſneſs of God, you are molt likely co finde - 
nd be ſuccefſefull ; but if you make delayes, you 
un your {clves upon great uncertainties: there is 
anger that you will never obtain, if you do not ſeek 
hileſt you are young, The danger lyeth in three 


pelpects : 
1. The Uncertainty of Life. 
bs - 2. The Uncertainty of the Means. 
| Inreſpectot 3. The Uncertainty of Geds working 


by the Means. 


x. In refpeQ of the uncertainty of Life 3- no Age 
s ſecure, and fenced againit the arrowes of Death : 
dome flowers are nipped in the bud ; ſome.Springs 
un into the Sea ſo ſoon as they ariſe; the thred of 
ife in ſome is quickly cut, and the Candle blown 
ut within a while after it is lighted. You may dye 
hileſt you are young, and if you do not feek Gods 
ingdom and righteouſneſs now, you may not have 
ime to ſeek theſe things at all. | 

2, Your danger is 1n reſpec of the uncertainty 
df the Means of Grace : you have now means and 
dpportunitics of ſeeking; hereafter you may berde- 


prived of the means, it you be not deprived af your = 


Iivcs. 
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lives, You have calls now, hereafter you may be 
placed where you ſhall be out ofcall : yau now arc 
planted in a fruittull foil, where the Sun ſhines, and 
the Dews of the Word do fall; it you remain fruitleſs 
God may rcmove you out of his Garden, or he may 
withhold the dews,and cauſe the San to retreat into a 
cloud : He may cither take; away the Mcans of grace 
from you, or take away you from the Mcans ; and it 
you do not fcek and ubtain whileft you enjoy the 
Means.are you lik: to doit when you are deprived ? 
3. Your danger is in reſpect of the uncertainty 
of Gods working by the Means, though he ſhould 
continue them unto you the winde blowes where 
and when it liſteth. In youth you may fel the 
{wcet breath of the Spirit moving upon your hearts 
if you do not hoiſt up {ajl when you have a fair 
wind, poſſibly you may never have ſuch a winde 
again as long, as you live, God may ſwear in his 
wrath that his Spirit ſhall no longer {trive with you, 
God calleth upon you when you are young, if you 
refuſe, you may hercafter call, and cry, and ſeek, and 
knock, and not be hcard or anſwered, and the dooc 
be ſhut up againſi you for ever. See Prov. 1. 24. to 
the 31. Mic.3.4. Zacb.y.11, 12,13. We read 
Eſas*s weeping, tor the bleſſing to no purpoſe z and 
the fooliſh Virgins going to buy Oyl when it was 
too late and our Saviour telling Feruſalem, that 
their day was ſpent, and the things which belonged 
to their peace were hid from their eyes. There are 
many that neglect the things of Gods Kingdom 
when they are young, that have their day of grace] 
{et upon them, before their lives be half ſpent 3 God 
doth leave off calting, and the Spirit doth leave off 
workipg, and they are given up to a judicall _ 
S, 


| ſoas to obtain. 
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neſs, as AF, 28. 26, 29. The time of youth then is 
the moſt ſafe time. Hearken then, O ye young men, 
and be perſwaded in this your day to minde the 
things which. belong unto your peace, and to ſeek 
Gods kingdom and righteouſneſs. Seek this firft, thet 
is timely , before other things, and that you may ſeek 
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2. Ou muſt ſeek Gods Kingdom and Righte- 
Y ouſneſs Firſt, that is Chiefly and above other 
things. Theſe things muſt have the chief of your 
ſfivdy, and care, and labour 3 you muſt make it your 


;| buſineſs, and look upon it 2s your chief buſineſs; if 


bufineſs about the world have more of your time, 
becauſe of your engagements in your particular call- 
ings, yet this ſhould have more of your care and 
heart. Better miſcarry in any buſmeſs than in this 
buline(s 3 better mv(s of an Eſtate, than mifs'of Gods 
Kingdom 3 better be a poor begger than remain a 
guilty ſinner z better the body be cloathed with rags, 
than the foul be without the white robes of Chriſts 
Righteouſneſs; better the body were fiarved, than 
to have the ſoul damned ; the greateſt poverty and 
miſery in this life which can befall yon, 15s-not-to be 
compared with the eternal rmſery of Hell, 'which in 
the negled of the duty of the Text you cannot eſcape. 
Andſuppoſe you ſhould gain the whole world, what 
15 that in compariſon with the gain of the Crown of 
Glory ? what is carthly riches compared with hea- 
venly treaſures ? 
T. The worth then of Gods Kingdom, which is 
an Inheritance beyond any purchaſe, except that -w 
| tne 
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' to get to Heaven; you mult labour if you would 


the blood of Chriſt; and the excellency of this Righ 
tcouſnels, -which when it is imputed, doth bring 
with it pardon of fin, the favour.of God, the peace 
of Conſcience, and ſometimes the unſpeakable joye 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which the whole World wcre 
you poſſeſſed with it could not procure; Where 
this Riohteoulnel is imparted, it doth include all the 
praces of the Spirit, which are the choicctt Jewels, 


the chicfeſt Ornaments, the belt Riches, the leaft|! 
meaſure of which is of more worth than ten thou- 
- Gand worlds, and will ſtand you jo more ftead in a 


dying, hour, and be of only fignification and advan- 
tage when you come forth of the body, and appear 
( naked, firipped, quite naked and bereaved of all 


earthly: enjoyments ) before the Judgement-ſcat off 


God ; I ſay, the worth and excellency of Gods King- 
dom and righteouſneſs ſhould move you to ſeek at- 
ter it above all other things. | 

+ 24; The aeceſſity of this Kingdom and Righteous- 
.nefs: ſhould further fizrr you up to employ herein 
your chief care. It is the Unum Neceſſarium, the 
One thing neceſſary ; other things you may have, 
and you may be without, but you muſt have a title 
to Gods. Kingdom, or- elſe you. cannot be happy ; 
you muſt-have Gods Righteouſneſs imputed and 
unparced, or elſe the guilt of fin will remain, and 
you.;will continue ſervants and ſlaves to fin, and 
cannot eſcape the puniſhment of fin, the dreadfull 
and. eternal -puniſhment ot hn/ in Hell; There is a 


peceſſity of the thing, and there is a neceſlicy of (cek» 


ing it chiefly, or elſe you are not like to obtain z eſpe» 
cially if you conlider, 
3. The 4:fficultyof obtaining ; 1t is no eafie thing 
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nter into this Reſt; Heb. 4. 11. you muſt ſtrive if 
you would enter in at the (trait gate, becauſe meny 


icelſhall ſeek.to enter in, and ſhall not be able, Luk. 13. 24. 


You mult take the Kingdom of Heaven by violence, 
if you would take ic at all, Math, 11. 12. not as if 
there were oppoſition from withm, for God is wil- 
ling to entercain you, the Lord Jeſus is ready to-let 


\| open the door before you, the Spirit is ready to 


help you 3 bat there is oppolition about the walls (as 
it were) of the place 3 Sathan he buildeth Forts and 
ſtrong Holds, and calteth forth his ficry darts, to 
drive you off, when you make any attempt this 
way : You will meet with oppoſition ifroni»the 
Devil and the World, and chiefly from within your 
ſelyes, when you-do.in good earneſt fer ' your faces 
towards Heaven; therefore ' you: had need labour 
and ſirive,. and make it your chief care and buſineſs 
to get into this Kingdom. You:are in a Sea as-it 
were, where there are waves of trouble: beating 
upon you, a tide of inward corrupt:ons working 
avainſt you, and a boiſterous winde of temptation 
to carry you back ; you had need to row hard, (if 
you will get to the Haven. You are travelling; if 
the narrow, path, where there are many by-paths, 
and many enemies to' oppoſe you; you had need 
look well to your way, to get onithe ſpiritual Ar- 
mour, and fight the good tight of Faith',\if you 
would obtain 'the-Crown at the; end of your way, 
and at laſt lay hold on Eternal Life. - ' To-conclude, 
let me exhort. you ſo to ſeek that you may finde, 
{o to run that you may obtain, fo to fight that yon 
may overcome, that after alllyour travail arid pains 
you may fit down with' /Abrabam, Iſuac,' and Fas 
cob, in the Kingdom of God, ' +1 i ior 
1 JOHN 


32 


I Jo H. 2. part of the 14 Perſe. | | 


T have written unto you Toung Men , beranſi 
Je are frrong ; and the word of God abideth 


in you; and you have overcome the wickea 
one . 


HE Author, or Penman which wzs em 
ployed in writing this Epiſtle, was Foh 
the Beloved Diſciple. The chief ſubje 

of this Epiſtle, or duty which herein he exhortech 
unto, is Love, Love to God, and Love one to ano- 
ther. The Perſons to whom he writes this Epiſil 
are all Bekevers in the general, and particularly ac 
cording to the three Ages of Men, he dedicateth hi 
Epiſtle unto Fathers, unto Little Children, and un- 
to Young, Men. The Text may be termed Youn 
Mens Epiſtle : I bave written unto you young Men, 
becauſe ye are ſtrong, and the Word of God abideth' in 
you; and ye bave overcome the wicked one. Where 
the Apolile doth give three Eloginms or commenda- 
tions of theſe young men, 1. That they were ſtrong, 


2. That the Word of God did abide in them. 3.That|- 


they had overcome the wicked one. 
To obſerve DoQtrines and proſecute them, might 
—_— much time and room, and not be alto+ 
gether ſo profitable : I ſhall chooſe rather to ſpend 
my whole diſcourſe in a Uſe of Exhortation draw 


from the Text unto. you young men , who hav 


called 
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- called me hither to preach unto you this day : and 


what the Apoſtle doth write of theſe young men 
in the Text by way of Commendation, T ſhall com- 
mend unto you by way of Exhortation. There 
are three great duties which I from this place ex- 
hort all you young mcn unto : 

I. Labour to be ſtrong. 

2. Labour that the Word of- God may abide in yor. 


-N Labour ro overcome the wicked one. 


1. Toung men labour to be ftrong. 


1. 1a what' 
mm here L lg. To what ; ye ſhould be Sigh 
ew 3. In whom 


(1.)) In what ye ſhould be fling In generall, 
labour to be fſtrong/ in Grace : Read the Exhorta- 
cion of the Apoſtle unto his Son Timothy, 2 Tim. 2.1. 
Theu therefore my Son be ſtronp in the grace which is 
in Chriſt Feſus. Libour whileft you are young to 
get gracez above wy gettings to gain this riches 
which is of far more value than all earthly treaſures 
ſome of you are 6f one trade,/and ſome of another, 
and you endeavour to get" an Elfate hereby 3, let me 
adviſe you all to trade for grace, which will be an 
Eſtate it ſelf during-your abode here, and will be 


- the carnieſt to you of an Inheritance in the Kingdom 


of Heaven hereafter : Labour to get grace in the 
fruth of it ; take heed that you be not miſtaken, and 
deceive your ſelves with droſs and braſs in ficad of 
frue gold, I mean with counterfeit inſtead of true 

grace : And- labour to get grace in the ſtrength ofit 3 
Grace 1s firong mn it {elt; it can do more than _ 
8 D tne 
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the w:i{dom and learning in the world; let it be 
ſtrong in you 3 the Fountain ,is in Chriſt, let the 
Stream: be in you.z in him is the Ocean, labour 
that 2s full and firong tides as may be, may flow 
from him into your hcarts. Let the habits of Grace 
te dcep!ly and ſtrongly rooted in you, and live in 
the powerfull exerciſe of thoſe habits. 


I. Of Faith. 

Particularly labour e of on fire 

for ftrength TS Of Hhoe.. 
5. Of Foy. 

x. Young men,labour for ſirength of Faith ; ſome of 
you have ſtrong bodres,others have ſtrong memorics, 
others have lirong fancies; labour all of you to get a 
lirong faith. Faith is an excellent grace, it-is more 
precious than gold, 1 Pet. 1.7. labour to gct faith, 
and a ſtrong faith. Abraham was ſtrong, in faith, 
and hereby he brought glory to God,. Kow. 4.20. 
{hew your (clves to be children of faithfull Abraham, 
by getting ſuch a faith as he had for kinde, and ſuch 
a faith as he had for meaſure z this will be for Gods 
glory and for- your honour. Let your faith have a 
ſtrong bottom, a firm and ſure footing z build it not 


upon the ſand, or carth, much leſs upon the waters, . 


but build it upon the Rock, upon the Lord Jefug 
Chriſt, who is the Rock of Ages build it upon the 
foundation of the Prophets and Apoliles , Jeſus 
Chriſt being the chief corner-lione; build it upon 


the Ward of God in the Scriptures, and build it 


upon Chriſt who is held forth in the Word. Let 
your faith have a ſtrong bottom, and let your faith 


put forth it felf in tizong aGtings; let your afſent be 
Rrong 
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frong unto divine Truths 5 and let your recum- 
batiee be ftrong upon Chriſt and the Protniſes of the 
Goſpel. Get a ſtrong eye of Faith to diſcern thofe 
ſpiritual objets which cannot be ſeen with the eye 
of ſenſe, to look upward fo God, and the glory 
which is about his Throne, to look downward to 
Hell, arid the cortrients which the darnned do there 
endure for fin, tolook forward to the coming ef 
Chrift, and the getieral Jadgement of the World at 
his appearance'; and get 4 ffroig hand of faith to lay 
ff. hold on Chriſh co apply his righteouſneſs for 
ehe remiſfion of ſin, and to receive his Spirit for the 
ckenting you from filthinefs, arid pateing holineſs 
which is begim tm' you. Let your truſt and confi- 
dence be fironig in God through his Son : Young 
men arc apt to be too credulous, too ready to believe 
and put confidence in men, when the Scripture 
telleth us, that alkmen are Lyars, if not actually ſo, 
yet they may be ſo, andthe rrioſt are ſo; young ones 
before they have tryed the world are apt to truſt 
in men, old oncs that are more” experienced, are 
more cautious; but you cannot put too much con- 
fidence in Got! 3; he' cannot Iye, he never deceived 
any, he never will fail them that put their truſt in 


| him. Some truſt in Chariots, and ſome in Horſes, 


but Jet your truft be ui the Lord, ſome traſt m 
Princes-and great perſons, others in Hoſts and ſtrong: 
Forces, moſt in arms of fleſh, which are weak, and 
cannot give that hep as is exp:&ked ; but let your 


| confidente'be in- the Namie of the Lord, who is a 


ſhield and backler, and prefent help to his people 
in the ene of trouble, whoſe Name is a lirong; 
Tower into' which the righteous may flye and be 
lafe, in times of the greateſt danger, Prov. 10. 18. 
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Be (irong in Faith, according to the firength of this 
grace, all your other graces will receive ſtrength, 
Faith being the Nurſe of them all. | 


— 


2. Young men, labour for ſtrong Love, In the time 
of youth afte&ions do ſpring, and they put forth 
themſelves with more ſtrength and vigour than in 
the cold winter of Old age : Dear Touths, endeavour 
that your affections may be directed to the right 
objeds, that you may not defile your affcQions with 
ſin, nor debaſe your affe&tions with the world , 
that you may not by miſplacing your Love, loſe 
your Love, and with the loſs of your Love,loſe your 
Souls and your happineſs. You may love, and that 
with the greatcſt ſtrength you have a capacity for, 
and it is your duty to be firong in Love, but then 
let it be carryed forth in this order, 

I. To God, 
2. To one another. 

1. Be firong in love to God; your hearts now 
will ſettle upon ſomething 3 they will work ſome 
way) if they do not work upward,. they will work 
downward; if they be not placed upon God, they 
will be placed upon the Creature. You have now 
many ſuitors for yourlove all the ſentitive alluring 
obje&s which are about you would entice and ra» 
viſh your hearts z but theſe things if they ſeem fair, 
will wither and prove dcceitfull, they are unworthy 
of your love. Give me leave to be a ſuitor for: your 
love; let me beg your Love for God and his dear 
Son. This is the firſt and great Commandement, 
to love the Lord your God with all your heart, with 
all your foul, and with all your minde, Matth. 22. 


37,38. 
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37, 38. God commandeth you to. love him, it is 
your duty ; God alloweth you tolove him,it is your 
priviledge; God doth chiefly require your love 3 My 
Son, give me thy beart, It you give any thing, every 
thing you have beſides, and keep back your heart, it 
will not be accepted : And God doth belt deſerve 
your love; he 1s the moſt ſuitable object for your 
love; other objeds will debaſe your love, God will 


- ennoble and dignifie your love : you cannot beſtow 


your love better ; none ſo amiable as God, eſpecially 
as he repreſents himſelf in his Son : If you look for 
greatneſs, he is the moſt great and glorious Majeſty 
of Heaven and Earth: It you look for power, he is 
-Omnipotent, hath done, and can do whatever he 
pleafeth: If wiſdom hath a beauty in it in your 
eſteem, his underſtanding and wiſdom is infinite : If 
truth, faithfulneſs, mercy, goodneſs be amiable in 
your eyes, he is truth it ſelf, and cannot lye; he is full 
of mercy and kindneſs, he hath moſt tender bowels, 
he hath riches and treaſures of grace and goodnels : 
It love be an attractive of love, his love is beyond 
compariſon, beyond conception ; there is a hceighth 
in his love which cannot be reached; a depth in his 
love which cannot be fathomed; a breadth and 
length in his love, which cannot be comprehended 3 
his love 1s firft, without any beginning 3 his love is 
free, without our deſerving ;z his love is conſtant, 
without any changing), his love is eternal, without 
any ending : He 1s moſt lovely, this ſhould draw . 
forth your love much ; he is moſt loving, this ſhould 
draw forth your love more; he is love it (elf, 1 ch. 
4. 8. God is love, not only hath love, but is love; 
he is all beauty and ſweetneſs, all goodneſs and kind- 
neſs, all bowels and love, O what an incentive 


D 3 ſhould 
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ſhould this be to your-Jove ! whither axe your hearts 
wandring ? O gather in all your ſcattcyed affections, 
and fix them ypan this molt beautiful objed ! place 
your love upon God now, befoxe jt he too fap en- 
gaged to ſomething elſe, from whence it may be very 
difficult to withdravy 3 love him with all your heart 3 
love him truly, and love him Rrongly 3 love him 
ſincerely, and loye him fervently ; love him ſupream- 
ly, and love him conſtantly , let the fire of your love 
aſtend to him, as to its ſphere; let the ſixcam of your 
love run to him, and loſe jt ſelf in the Ocean of his 
goodneſs, where alone it can finde ſujtablencſs and 
fatisfaCtion z here you may bathe your ſelyes without 
fear of drowning z here you may expatiate without 
fear of exceeding,z here you can never tranſgreſs the 
bounds of love; love him ſirongly whom you can 
neyer lave toq firongly. Be ſtrong jn love one to 
auother , you may love one another, and you ought 
toloye one another; love is the fumm of the Law, 
the firſt Table is fulfilled in love to God ; the ſecond 
Table is fulfilled jn love to your neighbour. See how 
the Apoſtle expreſſeth it, Kom. 13.8, 9, 30. Owe wa 
man gny thing, but to love one another, for be that 
lovetb ayotber hath fulfiled the Law. For thi, Toou 
Jhalt not commit adultery : Thou ſhalt not kill : Thou, 
Jhalt wot (teal: Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſ; ; And 
if thixe be any other Commanqmeut , it « briefly 
Comprehbendedin this ſaying, Thou ſpalt love thy neigh» 
our as thy felf, Love worketh no ill to bu neighbour, 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the Law. There 15 a 
common loye which you ſhould hear to all, even to 
he wicked and your enemies, which ſhould not on-. 
y with-hold you from offering any injury unto | 
them, or xendring eyil for eyilz but alſo ſhould put 
you 
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| you upon doing good offices for them in. reference to 


their reputation, Cliate, relations, bodies, as the Lord 
doth put opportunities into your hands, and they 
fand in need of your help : You ſhould be pitiful-to- 
wards the wortt in their diltre(s; if your encmy hun- 
ger, you ſhould feed him; if he thirft, give him 
drink ; You ſhould bleſs them that curſe: and revite 
you 3 do good unto them that hate you'; pray for 
them that deſpightfully uſe you and perfecute yott: 
You ſhould be: loving and courteous in your con- 
verſe and behaviour towards all men; you ſhould 
grieve at thcir afflictions, rejoyce 1 their good, and 
be glad of occaſions wherein you may th-w a real at- 
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tection to them you have acquaintance with 3 chieffy 

you ſhould expreſs your love to their fouls in your 
prayers, friendly admonitions, hearty counſe's; you 
thould endeavor toawaken them, waom you ſce ſIcep- 


; Þng on the brink of the bottomlcbs pits to reduce them 


hat are haſtzning in the broad way of fin towards 
heir own dcftructionz you ſhould uſe arguments 
ith them to l:ave their fins, and to cloſe. with Je- 
as Chriltz eſpecially if any of your relations and 
eer friends in whom you have intcrelt, be:tn a ſtate 
t nature, you ſhould uſe all poſſible endeavours to 
ertwade them to draw in the eafte yoke of Chrift 
ith your felves : Thus you muſt love all ftrongly : 
ut you muſt love ther that bear the Image of God 
pon them, that love and fear the Lord moft ſtrong- 
y : Your love to the Brethren muſt be unfeigued, 
are and fervent, as the Apofile direats, 1 Pet. 1.22. 
his will be an evidence to you that you are D.ſciples 
Chriſt, Foh, 13. 35. By thi ſhall all men know,much 
ore may yourlclves know, that ye are my Diſciples, 
'ye love one another. This will be an evidence that 
D4 | ye 
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ye are paſſed from death tolife, x Fohn 3. 14. We 
know that we are paſſed from death to life, becauſe we 
love the Brethren, This will be ant evidence that ye 
are born of God, and have a true knowledge of him, 
1 Fob. 4.7, 8. Beloved, let us love one another, for love 
is of God, and every one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God; hethbat loveth not, knoweth not God, for 
God is love, You ſhould mingle your converſe with 
Gods people, with hearty and fervent love, which 
will be pleaſing to God, {weet to your own ſpirit, 
and advantagious to them you converſe withall : You 
ſhould be made up of love and kindneſs ; paſs by in- 
Juris, bear reproaches, cover infirmities, ſympathize 
with ſorrows, relieve neccſlities, joy in the good of 
others as if your own, and be ready todo good to all, 
eſpecially tothem who are of the houſhold of faith, 
This 15 the ſecond grace you ſhould abound in, 
namely, the grace of Love. 
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3. Young men, labour for ftrong deſires ; not after 
riches, and honours, and pleaſures, and friends, 
though theſe things in their place, and order, and 
meaſure, may be defired z but if they be defired chiet- 
ly, if they be deſired too ttrongly, the fruit wall be, 
not the looked for good and ſatisfaction, but diſap- 
point and vexation to your ſelves, belidcs the dif- 
pleaſing of God hereby : But let your delircs follow 
your love ; let them be carricd forth chiefly, and 
moſt ſtrongly towards God, and the things which 
concern his Kingdom and Glory, your own pcace 
and ſalvation. Becauſe you lie under the guilt and 
power of fin without. a Chrift, labour in the farti 
place afier ſtrong, carnct, thutizng defires atter mr 
| Chril 
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Chriſt and. his Righteouſneſs, that you! may have 
your fins pardoned, and hearts renewed ; Cry out, 
None but Chriſt, none but Chriſt ; give us a Saviour, or 
elſe weareloſt; give us Chriſt, or elſe we die and 
periſh.eternally : Let your ſirong wiſhes be, O that 
we had an intereſt in Chriſt ! :O that our hearts were 
united and joyned to Chriſt! O for a drop of his 
blood to ſprinkle our conſciences ! O that he would 
undertake for us ! that he would be our Advocate to 
plead for us, and reconcile us unto the Father ! Lec 
your prayers be, Lord, thou haſt given thy Son for 
us,. give thy Son to us 3 thou holdeſt forth thy Son, 
help us tolay hold on him; thou calleft us to thy 
Son by thy Word, draw usto thy Son by thy Spirit z 
thou haſt put thy Son todeath for fin, and accepted 
of the ſacrifice which he hath offered, O that our 
{ins might be forgiven upon his account ! Let your 
defircs go forth ſtrongly after the favour of God; there 
are many that ſay, Who will ſhew us any good ! 
Lord, ſhew us thy face! Lord lift up the light of thy 
countenance upon us ! Deſire earneſtly with David, 
the preſence and communion with God in his Ordi- 
nances, as Pſal. 27. 4. One thing have I deſired of the 
Lord, that will Tſeek after, to dwell in the houſe of the 
Lord all the daies of my life, to behold the heauty of the 
Lord, &c. And Pſal. 42.1, 2. As the Hart pantets 
after the water-brocks, ſo panteth my ſoul _—_ thee O 
God , my ſoul thirſteth for Ged, for the Living God, 
when ſhall I come and appear before God ! Many young 
men have earneſt defires after the company of their 
friends, that are of plcaſant converſation; let your 
delires be carried forth moſt earneſily after the com- 
pany and communion with God in his Ordinances, 
wherein the chictclt pleaſure is to be fourd : wm 

OIC 
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fore prize and defire Ordinances for the ſake of God ; F 
becauſe they are the means of bringing you and God | 
together; of joyning your hearts unto the chief Ft 
good; and if you defire the company of men, let it 
be the company of Gods Children, who arc the ex- }' 
cellent of the Earth. Labour for firong delires af- 
ter the Image of God, that you may be holy as he is 
holy 3 after conformity to Chriſt, in his death by 
dying to fin, and readineſs to ſuffer for his ſake 3 in his 
ReſurreGion, by your newnels of life : Let your d.- 
fires be ſtrong after the Spirit, that he might be given 
to you, and abide in you z delire every grace of the 
Spirit in the higheſt meaſure, and content not your 
ſelves with any degree ; detire the comforts of the. 
Spirit, the joyes of the Holy Ghoſt; delire ſtrength 
for every duty, that you might be made ufe of to 
glorifie God in your generation 3 that you- might be. 
kept from fin, rather than from any evil; that you 
might be made victorious over all your ſpiritual ene- .F. 
mes ; eſpecially let your dctires be carried forth with 

the greateſt ſtrength after the Crowa of glory, the 
undefiled and never-fading inheritance in Heav.n, 
after the beatifical Viſion, and full fruition of God mm 
the New Feruſalem;, the pzrfeftion of holineſs and 
happineſs which is reſerved tor hereafter 3 the tulnefs 
and eternity of joy in Gods glorious preſence; and 
dcfire the haftening of Chrilts fecond app-arance, that 

he would come quickly and put you into the poflef- 
fon of that Inheritance which he hath purchafcd 


and prepared tor you. 


4 
< 


— td 


4. Young men, labour or ſtrong Hope. Young m-n 


uſually are big with hope and expectation of fome 
; great 
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reat things in the world 3 they hope for ſuch an 
ſtate, and then that they ſhall be concent ; ſuch de- 
ghes ane ſenſual enjoyments, and then they ſhall be 

ppy, and ſatisfied 3 but they that areelder, and haye 
ad greateſt experience, finde the world, and all 

ings in it, to be empty and vain, and their hopes 
ave been fruſtrated : howeyer, being unacquainted 

ith higher things, their hearts are ſtill moſt irra- 
zonally ſet upon the world 3 but I would exhort 
ou young men to have higher hopes than world- 

ngs, and Jet your hopes be ſtrong. Donot hope for 

uchin the creature, it hath not what you hope for, 

t let your hope be in God, let your expeRation be 

om him only : Do not hope for much herebclow ; 
his is not the place of your reſt and happineſs ; but 
t your great hopes be of things above 3 'as your 
cfires ſhould be ſtrong after them, ſo your hopes 
hould be ſtrong of them. Hypocrites have ſome 


Kind of hopes, but they are thin weak hopes like 


he Spiders web, FobS. 14. which is cafily torn m 
pieces by the wind; the wind of afflition doth rend 
he hopes of Hypocrites from them ; they have hopes, 
ut ſuch as quickly periſh and are cut off, Fob 13.14. 
Chey are like the! giving up the Ghoſt, Fob x1. 20. 
hen they give up the Ghoſt, their hopes give up 
he Gholt ; # an ang their hopes periſh together, be- 
auſe they are groundleſs and preſumptuous. Labour 
herefore for a ſtrong hope; ſuch a hope as is well- 
rounded, which will end in fruition, and never in 
ji(appointment, and make aſhamed. Let the obj«&t 
pf your hopes be God, and the things which are 
above ; and let the bottom, the foundation of your 
10pzs, be thoſe twn immutable things the Apolile 
peaketh of, Heb. 8. 17,18, 19, 20. Wherein God 
2s. willing 
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willing more abundantly to ſhew unto the beirs of Pro- 
miſe, the immutability of b#s counſel, confirmed it by an 
oath ,, that by two immutable things in which it was 
impoſſible for God to lie, we might have a ſtrong conſo 
lation, who have fled for refuge to lay-bold upen the hopef 
ſet before w , which hope we have, as an anchor of the 
ſoul, both ſure and ftedfaſt, and which entreth into that 
witbinthe Vail, whither the fore-runner u for ws entred. 
The two immutable things which are the foundation 
of our hope, are Gods Promile, and Gods Oath 3 his 
Promiſe, This #s the Promiſe which he bath promiſed, 
even eternal life, Fob, 2.25. His Oath which he (ware 
by himſelf to-4brabam, and in him to all his chil- 
dren; Surely bleffing, I will bleſs thee, Heb. 6. 13, 14. 
which doth include eternal blefledneſs. God who can- 
not lye giveth his Promiſe and his Oath: God who 
cando whatever he will, and will do whatever he 
hath promiſed; here is a good ground for your hope 
to build upon let your hope be firong, let it be a 
firong anchor to your foul, ſure and ſtedtaſt ;and that 
It may be ſo, jt muſt not be caſt downwards, like 
thoſe of ſhips, which. are calt to the bottom of the 
waters but they mult be calt upwards into Heaven, 
into that within the Vail, whither 'the Lord Jefus 
Chriſt the fore-runner 1s for us centred to prepare 
Manſions for us. Let your hope of Heaven be 
firong and lively. > 


es a . el. MM. - Md Ss. es a — wo OA — At. Gs mm» A mann Hed as 8 XX» aac mos 


5. Young men, labour for ſffronz Foy; if your 
hop:s be ſtrong, and well groundcd, you may thence 
have ſtrong conſolation, Heb. 6. 18, That which diſ- 
courageth many young men and women from put- 
ting their f:et into the waies of God, is the appre- 

hentions 
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henſions which they have, that ſhould they efigage in 
this way, they muſt bid farewell to all mirth and 
chearfulneſs, to all delights and pleaſures,” and make 
tears and forrows their companions, which they are 


2ÞeFloth to do at leatt too ſoon, whatever neceſſity they 


the 
hat 
red, 


ſee there is of being religious : Whereas,although grief 
and ſorrow be needful to ſinners at their fiſt engage- 
ment in the waies of God, 'to imbitter ſin, and pre- 
pare them for the more ready cloſure with Jeſus 
Chriſt; and a mixture of forrow is needful after, be> 
cauſe of the mixture of fin. in their*lives,. and-the 
better to ballance and temper theſpirit ; yet the Lord 
doth call his people to higher delights and 'pleaſures 


fin his waies, than can be found in the waies of fin. 
{God doth not require that his people ſhould lay afide 
fall delights, but change their finful delights forithoſe. 


that are ſpiritual and heavenly: . God giveth: them 
leave to rejoyce, and he; commandeth them.to re- 
Joyce 3 not in waies of fin, he forbiddeth the pleaſures 
of fin, which are but for.a ſcafon 3 not exceflively in 
the creature (though, moderately and ſubordinately 
they may) but they may and ought to rejoyce in 
himſelf. | Read. what ' Sdlomoy! laith to young: men, 
Eccleſ. 11. 9. Rejyyce O young man in thy youth, and 
let thine heart cheer thee inthe dates of thy youth, and 
walk in the waies of thine. heart; and in the ſight of 
thine eyes , but know that for all theſe things God will 
bring thee into judgement. Young mel, | oh may 
rejoyce and be cheerful in, your youthful dajes,” but if 
your joyes be in the waics of your heart;-and.in the 
ſight of your eyes ; if your joyes be in the waies of 
ſin, in the luſt of the fleſh, and luſt of the eyes, if it 
be in ſatisfying the deſires of-your fleſh, and pleafing 


your ſenſes unto the diſhonour and difpleaſing of 
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God; know, that God will bring you itito judg 
ment, and then all your finful, fenſual delights wil 
be turned into bitterneſs and tetrour; but you maj 
be cheerful in the waies of God; and if youare re 
conciled unto God through Is Son, and havean i 
tereſt in his favour; it you ate renewed: after his 
Image, and havea Title to his Kingdom; you have 
reaſon to rejoyce more than any wicked perſons in 
their greatcft outward proſperity. Shall the ſlaves 
of Satan rejoyce, and have not the children of God 
more grounds? Shall the wicked rejoyce that are 
dancing upon the britik of Hell, and are ready ever 
mornent to tumble mto the burning lake ? and fhoald 
not you rejoyce that are come tothe borders of the 
heavenly Canaen, and live in hopes of the glory off 
the New Feruſelem? Rejoycein'the Lord continually 
Phil. 4.. 4. Rejoyce in the Lord alwaies, and again T ſay 
rejoyce. And rejoyce in the Lord greatly : Strong joy 
will be your ſtrength, it will be a means to quicken 
all your affe&ions towards God,, and make yo 
ſhine brightly in the ſphere where the Lord hat 


placed you, | 
Thus I have ſhewed i what you ſhould be fixong 
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SECT. II, 
(2. E fecond thing is to ſhew To what yo | 


ſhould be ſtrong. | 
There are four things unto: which you ſhould las 
bour to be ſtrong. 


I, Todo... 
2. To ſuffer. 


3- To fight. | 
4. To ge, x. Young 
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1. Young men, labour for ſirength to do; you 
have many things to do, great things to do, neceflary 
things to do, and difficult things todo. I ata not 
now ſpeaking of the works of your particular callings 
which require ſtrength of body 3 but I am ſpeaking 

hiy of the works of your general calling, as Chriſtians, 
avg which do more immediately concern Gods glory,and 
s inf your own ſalvation 3 ſuch as treaſuying up a ſtock of 
vey ſaving truths, making your peace with God get- 
30d] ting your hearts broken for finz cloling with, and 
are living by faith vpon Jeſus Chriſt; getting your hearts 
7eryf furniſhed with every grace living in the powerful 
Paldſ exerciſe of it 3 denying your ſelves 3 mortifying 'the 
thedeeds of the body z laying out your ſelycs, time and 
'y dffitalents for the glory of your Maſter; ſtanding daily 
allyJupon your watch z improving the means of grace 3 
I ſaftworſhipping God, and ſeeking him diligently in 
 JOYÞpublick, tamily, cloſer ; making it your buſineſs to be 
cKetgcligious; laying, up your treaſure in Heaven 3 and 
abouring to get your heart more looſened from 
hings below,and raiſed and fixed upon things above; 
hefe, and the like things, are the works which the 
ord requireth of you all; all other employments are 
tf an infcriour nature : Theſe things you mult do 
exe, Or you will, rot have! opportunity for them 

ercaftes : Theſe things you mult do, or you are un- 
one for. ever.z and lince they are hard works to 
W={h and blood, therefore you had nced to get much 
rength to' enable you hereunto I do not mean 
F:cecrnal firengch, but internal ſpiritual firength ; 
eak lickly men cannot endure hard labowyz you mult 
& lirong, that you may work for the Lord, that you 

ay work for cternity. 
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2. Young 
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2. Young Men, labour for firength to ſuffer, I 
mean to-ſuffer for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt. If you 
- would be Chriſts Diſciples, you mult take up his 
Croſs and follow him, Math. 10.24. and ſometimes 
his Croſs is very weighty. It is not a weak ſhonl- 
der that can bear an heavy burden ; ard it 1s not a 
weak- Chriſtian that can bzar an heavy Croſs, that 
can endure weighty and prefling aftli.ons. You 
maſt therefore get much ſtrength, great ſtrength, that 
you may ſuffzr great things tor the fake ot Chriſt ; 
otherwiſe you will ſhrink when you are put upon 
the tryall ; you will be offcnded when fore perſecu- 
tions do ariſe for the Word. The Apoſile praycth 
for the Coloſſians, chap. 1.11. that the Loxd would 
ſirengthen them with all might according to his 
glorious power, unto all patience and long-tuffering 
with joytulneſs. Toung oxes, look for ſufferings 
reckon upon them, and make tull account of them 
before-hand 3 and prepare for ſufferings, get on win 1 
ter Garments againſt winter ſeaſons, I mean ſuffering 
graces againſt ſuffering times, Get firength for ſut 
terings , labour to be ſtrengthened with all might 
according to Gods glorious power unto all patiencyl a 
and long-ſuffering with joyfulneſs : Get ſtrengeif c 
to endure much, and to endure long, and to endurd $ 
not only with patience but alſo with chearfulne e 
looking upon it not only as your duty when called} L 
to ſuffer tor Chriſt, but as the greateſt honour thaf d 
can be conferred upon you in this life, and as thafſcc 
which will work for you an exceeding and eternd yc 


weight of glory, 2 Cor, 4. 17. | 8h 
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3. Young men, labour for Strength to fight, not 
with men, not with one another ; you muſt take 
heed ofa quarrelſome and contentious ſpirit z but 
get firength to fight with your ſpiritual enemies , 


' which of all enemies are the ſtrongeſt and moſtdan- 


gerous : Young ones, you are called 'to be Souldiers 
in your molt tender years, when you engage your | 
ſelves to be Chrilis diſciples, you liſt your ſelves un- ' 
der his Banner, you wear his Livery, and carry his 
Colours; you have need then of ſtrength, that you 
get Victory over your enemies, the Devil, the Fleſh 
and the World, which warr againſt Chriſt, and warr 
againſt your own ſouls : Thoſe that warr with men 
have need be ſtrong in body, and you that are to 
warr with fin and Sathan, and the allurements of 
this preſent evil world, had need be ſtrong in Spi- 
rit. You have need of ſtrength to refiſt tirong tem- 
ptations, to ſubdue (irong corruptions, and to get the 
victory over ſuch ſtrong encmies. | 


—_ 


4. Young men, labour for Strength to Dye. It is 


a great thing to dye, and hard thing to dye as a 


Chriftianz it requireth ſtrength to reſign up the 


q Soul, when ficknels and death come, which none can 


eſcape; but you may be. called to lay down your 


I Lives for the teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſtz you may be 
af deprived not only of Liberty and Eſtate; and all the 


comforts of this lite, but alſo of Life it ſelf too, if 
you will cleave to Chriſt, and hold faſt his Truths 3 


|8his you muſt preparefor, and reſolve upon, other- 


wiſe you do not r:ckon what it may coſt you to be a 
E riltian, . 
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Chriſtian, and you do not accept of Chritt upon the 
terms of the Goſpel: you have need of great | 
ſtrength to be enabled todye for the fake of Chriſt, 
Think, that you may be called to 'dye for Chriſt, 
and if you ſhould, that this would be the moſt ho- 
nourable death, that you cannot keep your life long, 
and cannot loſe it upon a better account ; that if at 
ſuch a time you ſhould ſeek to fave it, you would 
within a while loſe pot only your natural life ſome 
other way , but loſe eternal life, and be eternally 
miſerable. Thus To what you ſhould be ſtrong, 


I” 


A 


SECT. III. 


(3.YJ*He Third thing 1s to ſhew, I» whom you 
ſhould be flrong, 
Negatively, you mult not be ſtrong in your ſelves, 
either to do), or ſuffer, or fight, or die tor in your 
{clves you are utterly inſufficient for any of theſe 
things 3 of your {elves you can do nothing 3 if you 
undertake any duty in your own ftrength, you wall 
fail either in che thing, or in the manner of per- 
formance z if you fight in your own ſtrength with 
your ſpiritual enemies, they will be too hard for 
you,you will be wounded and beaten to the ground :; 
It you think to ſuffer or die for Chriſt in your own 
| Grength, you will ſtart afide when you are put upon 
the tryall. You have read of the (:If-conhidence of 
Peter, Deny thee | I will dye firſt ; and yet he denycd . 
his Mafter when he was tryed; you know not 
what ſpirits you areof; you are not yer, it may be' 
acquainted with the deccitfulneſs of your own hearts, - 
be 
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be not ſelf-confident, be not firong in your ſelves. 


But Affirmatively ; Be ſtrong in the Lord, as the 


Apoſtle doth exhort, Eph. 5. 10. Finally, Brethrey , 
be ſtrong in the Lord, and the power of his might, Our 
Saviour tellcth his Diſciples, Feb. 15.5. Without me 


ye can do nothing, and they found it to be fo; there- 
fore the Apoſtle doth diſclaim all ſelF-ſufficiency , 
2 Cor. 3.3. Yet however weak and nothing as he 
acknowledgeth himſelf to be, he 'telleth us, Philip, 
4.13. I cands all things through Chriſt ſtrengtbening 
»e: Let me then dircd you to the right fountain 
ot ſtrength, apply your ſelves to the Lord; Tcryed 
into the Lord, and he heard we, ( ith David) and 
firengthened me with ftrength in my ſoul, Plal. 138, 3. 
B-g of the Lord, that he would ſtrengthen you with 


' might by bis Spirit in the inner man, as Eph. 3. 16. 


When you feel your ſtrength to fail or decay, apply 
the Promiſe which God hath made of renewing the 
ſpiritual ſtrength, Iſz. 40. 31. Thus much for the ' 
Firſt Daty, Young men, labour to be ſtrong. = 


ho FI IOR. $6. 


SECT. BY. 


2. FT Ounc men, labour that the Word of God may 
ahike in you ; There is a two-fold Word 

of God, | | 
| 1. The Effential Word, which is Chrift the Son 
of God, Fob. 1. r. 1 Fob. 5. 7. 
2 The Written Ward, which is the Scripture, 
x Theſſ. 2. 13- HS 

F ſhall ſpeak concerning the Word of God in both 
acceptations. 
| E 2 x1. Let 
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7+ Let the eſſential Word of God, let Chriſt abide 
in you. Let Chriſt abide in your hearts. And here 
are two things I would exhort you unto. 

I. 'To get Chriſt into your hearts, 
2. To keep Chriſt in your hearts. 

i. Labour to get Chrilt into your hearts ; young 
men, be perſwaded now to receive Jeſus Chriſt into 
your hearts : The time of your -youth is the beſt 
time to receive Jeſus Chriſt; if you do not receive 
Chriſt now, it is a great queſtion whether you will 
ever receive him 3 very few that refuſe Chriſt when 
they are young, ever are perſwaded to accept of him 
afterwards; Chriſt ſtands now at the door and 
knocks, if any will open to him, he will comein, 
Rev. 3. 20. Chrift knocks by Judgements, by Mer- 
cies, by Word, by Miniſtcrs, by his Spirit z when you 
feel ſome ſecret movings and tiirrings upon your ſpi- 
Tit to thruſt out ſin, and let: in Chrift ; when you 
have inclinations and perſwaſions to receive Jeſus 
Chriſt, then Chriſt is knocking by his Spirit z open 
then the door, comply with thoſe motions, and 
give Chriſt entertainment 3 he is the beſt mhabitant 
' thatever you received : untill Chriſt be received, 
ſome baſe luſts will inhabit your hcarts 3 and which 
is the beſt Inhabitant, judge ye. Chriſt where he 
inhabiteth doth «nnoble, Luſt doth debaſe; Chriſt 
doth beautiftie, Luſt doth deform ; Chriſt doth en- 
rich, Luſt doth impoveriſh ; Chriſt doth purife, 
Luſt doth defile; Chriſt doth cure, Luſt doth di- 
Kemper; Chriſt giveth peace and comfort, Luſt doth 
bring trouble, and is the parent of cternal ſorrow 
and woe, O then, give entertainment forthwith 
unto ſeſus Chriſt ; now you may have him, and all 
in him, all with him if you refuſe him now, you 

may 
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may never have another proffer of him made unto 
you ſo long as you live. And if you would receive 
Chriſt, you mult part with fin 3 it you would receive 
him, you muſt lay hold on him by Faith, ob.1. 1 2. 
To as many as received bim, to them gave he power to 
become the Sons of God, even to them that believed on 
his Name. | 
2, Labour to keep Chriſt in your hearts. Seck 

him, ſeck him diligently, tl you finde him, and 
having found him, hold him, keep him carefully 
when he knocks let him in, when he is in keep him 
there; embrace him cloſe in the arms of your Faith 
and Love bring not in any Inhabitants which may | 
juſtle him our of his Lodging : let Chriſt abide 1n 

you without diſturbance. 


i hats 


—_— 


2.: Let the Written Word of God, the Scripturcs 
abide in you. The Book of the Holy Scripturcs 15 
the moſt excellent Book that ever was written : It 
is the Book of God. It an Angel ſhould write a 
book, I believe you would get and liudy ſuch a 
book, were you capable of underſtanding it ; much 
more ſhould you ttudy the Scripture, which is of 
Divine Inſpiration. This is Gods Book, and his 
only written Book : there are not many Books 


of God to burden your memory 3 you may read 
1t over many times in your Life it is tranſlated 


into your Mother-tongue , that you may read it ; 
and it is written for the moſi' part in a plain 
ealie ſtyle, that you may underſtand it ; and it is 
full of moſt excellent matter : 
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1. DoGrinal. 
2. Hiſtorical, 
3. Prophetical. 
4. Preceptive. 


| 5. Promiſſry. 
Ja all the Word of God is moſt excellent. 
1. The DeoGrine of the Word of God is moſt ex- 


The Matter of 
the Word is 


| cellent. In the Word you have the higheſt DoGrines, 


concerning God, his one Nature in thrce Perſons 
concerning Chritt, his two Naturcs :n one Perſon, 


* concerning the Church, the myttical un:on of Chiilt 


the head, and all B:lievers his members ; concerning 
mans Redemption by Chriſts death 3 concerning the 
way of mans falvation by the Covenant of Grace, 
and the like. Look into all the writings of Phulo- 
ſophers and the wiſeſt Heathens that ever wrote, 
who have had the greateſt learning, and largeſt un- 
derſtanding of things, and you ſhall ftinde no Do- 
Qtrine they have taught to be in the lealt comparable 
with the Dodtrine of the Szriptures. What are all 
the Arts and Sciences in the World ? what are the 
moſt ſubtle ſpeculations, the moſt accurate and ra- 
tional diſcourſes concerning the fecrets and myltc- 
ries of Nature, in which the molt knowing, have 
been puzzled, and fallen ſhort of a full underftand- - 
Ing, in. compariſon with the Doctrine of the Word, 
and the mylterics of the Kingdom of God, which 
are revealed in the Scriptures ? 

2. The Hiſtory of the Word is moſt exc-llent : 
Jn the Word you have the Hiltory of the Creation 3 
the hiſtory of the Old World the hiliory of the 
Flood ; the hiſtory of the burning of Sodom and Go- 

| morrha 
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worrbha with Fire and Brimſione from Heaven, the 
hiſtory of Gods calling Abrabam and the Patriarchs, 
the hiftory of Gads bringing the Children of Iſrae/ 
' out of Egypt with many ligns and wonders, through 

the Red'Sea and Wildernels, into the Land of Pro- 
miſe; the hiſtory of the Fewiſh Pxdagogy, and Gods 
various dealings with his Church bctore Chriſt 
came 3 but eſpecially you have the hiſtory of Chriſt; 
his -birth, his life, his works, his death, his reſur- 
reQion, his aſcenſion, his ſeſſion, and interceilion at 
the right hand of God 3 the hiſtory of the fart plau- 
tation of the Gentile Church by the Apoliles, their 
preaching and ſucceſs, and the like ; Look into all 
the Hiſtorians which have written, and where ſhall 
you finde ſuch an hiftory as 15 in the Scriptures ? 
Surely there is no hiſtory like to the hiſtory of the 
Bible tor antiquity , for certainty 3 no * hiſtory 1n 
which you have ſuch concernment as.in this hiltory ; 
you may read of the memorable acts of ſome great 
Princes and famous Captains, which may yield ſome 
pleaſure to your fancy, but you are never the better 
or the worle for what hath been done by theſe men 
{o many years ago; but you are concerned in the 
hiſtory of the Church, in the hiſtory of Chriſt the 
Saviour of tie World, your f(alvation and happineſs 
doth depend upon bis birth, and death, and rcſur- 
rection, and appearance in Heaven to interced: for 
you, 

3. The Propheſie of the Word is moſt excel- 
lent; not to ſay any thing of Propheſics already ful» 
filled concerning the children of Iſrael in the Old 
Teſtament, concerning the Firli appearance of Jeſus 
Chriſt foretold long before: In the Word you have 
Prophelie concerning the calling of the Fewes, the 
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deſtruQion of Antichriſt, the bringing in the fulneſs . 


of the Gzntilesz which yet we are in expectation of. 
Eſpecially you have prophecy of the end of the 
World, of the concluſion cf Time, and of what God 
will do with the children of men when Time, , and 
all the by-us-viſible-place ſhall be no more. You 
have prophe-y of the ſecond molt glorious appear- 
ance of Jc<{us Chriſt to Judgement, of the Puniſh- 
ment which ſhall be inflicted upon all the ungodly 


in Hell; of the Reward which ſhall be given unto 
the righteous in Heaven : This is a great and moſt | 
ſure, and moſt excellent Prophecy. Some men have | 


taken upon them to foretell tuture things, and have 
been foully miſtaken 3 and what hey have foretold 


have been but of ſmall moment in compariſon ; This | 


Prophecy of the Word is moſt ſure, becauſe the Pro- 
phecy of God, who knoweth ll future things, info- 


much as he is omniſcient, and all things depend upon 


his decree. And theſe things he hath forcrold are .of | 


the greateſt wezght of any other things which he 
hath made known before-hand to us, that we might 
prepare for that which is afar off. 

4+ The Precepts of the Word are moſt excellent. 
It would be too large to diſcourſe of th: Precepts in 
. the Moral Law, and the ſwect commands of the 
Goſpel, where you have ſuch admirable rules for the 
government of the thoughts, heart, atfeions, ſpeech, 
behaviour, and whole converſation, as are not tobe 
found in the Books of the moſt exat Moraliſt that 
ever wrote, 

5. The Promiſes of the Word are moſt excellent. 
Promiſes of all temporal things needfull ; Promiſes 
of ſpiritual favours; promiſes of eternal happinels 
promuſes ſuitable to all oux wants; promiſes may © 
'v 
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of things of the greateſt value ; Promiſes free, without 
condition of merit ; Promiſes ſure, ofa God who is 
molt powerful and moſt faithful. The matter then 
of this Word of God is moſt excellent ; therefore 
young ones be perſwaded to ſtudy this Word; let 
this Word of God abide in you. 


I.. Labour to get this Word of God. 
2. Labourto Pep this Word of God. 
1. Labour to get this Word of God. 
x1. To get it into your minds. 
2. To get it into your bearts. 
1. Get the Word of God,into your mixds, fo as to 


| underſtand it, fo as to believe it. And that you may 


do fo, I would adviſe you to take a right method 
herein, that you would begin with the Principles of 
Religion. One that would have a good underſtand- 


| ing in the Tongues, mult firſt learn the Grammar : 
{ One that would attain knowledge in the Art and 


Sciences, mult begin firtt with the Principles, the 
Rudiments and Elements of them ; And (o one that 
would attain a good underitanding in-the Word of 
God, mult begin with the Principles of Religion, 
which are collected together in the moſt cafie way to 
underſtand in Catechifms, where you have the great 
tundamental truths of Religion, which are neceſſary 
to be known, believed and practiſed in order unto 
falvation, ſet down by way of queſtion and anſwer, 
And becauſe ſome Catechiſms are very deficient in 
giving clear light, and fome are very full: I ſhall 
above all commend to you the Catechiſm of the Af- 
ſ{embly of Divines, where all the heads of Religion 
are proved out of the Scripture, which is the foun- 
tam 


5 IWords of Advice to Young Men. 
tain and foundation of all ; and I would have you firſt 
to learn the ſhorter Catechiſm exacaly , with the 
proofs; then procced to the larger Catechiſm and 
confeſſion of faith; and as you g2 along, labour to 
underſtand the meaning of every thing you learn ; 

. and not only to get a notional underitanding, but al- 
fo a ſpiritual diſcerning, and to mingle theſe great 
truths with faith, to receive and belicve what you 
finde proved by the Scripture to be the Word of God, 
and therefore moſt firmly to affent to them. For this 
end you muſt look up to the Lord, and make your 
prayer to him, that he would give you his Spiric to 
teach and lead you mto all truth. Belides learning 


Catechiſms, you mutt, keep a conftant courſe ot | 
reading ſome portion of Scripture every day, and la- | 


bour to carry about with you {oumetF.ing of the Word 
' in your minds, which you may entertain your 
thoughts withall, when you get thcm off trom other 
bulinels. 

2. Get the Word of God into your hearts; endea- 
vour that your hearts may be ailected with the 
Word ; Ict not only your minds reccive light by it, 
but alſo your hearts receive warmth by it, Imyrate 
David in his atte&tions to the Word, which you may 
read eſpecially in the 119. Pſalm, in his prizing the 
Word, v. 71. The Law of thy mouth u better to me 
than thouſunds of gold and filver. In his love to the 
Word, 7. 97. O how love T thy Law! it is my medita- 
tion all the day. In his delires, v. 82, My eyes fail fer 
thy Word,. ſaying, When wilt thou comfort me * And 
v.20. My ſoul breakgth for the longing that it hath to 
thy judgements at alltimes; In his hope, v. 81. My 
foul fainreth for thy ſalyation, but,T bope in thy Word, 
Injhis delight, v., 662, I rejoyc# at thy Word as one that 
findeth great ſpoil, | 2.Laboux 
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2. Eabour to keep the Word of God let the Word 
of God abide itt you 3 do as David, Pſal. x19. 11. Thy 
Vord bave IT hidin my heart,tbat I might not fin againjt 
thee. And take Solomons advice and encouragement, 
Prov. 4. 20,21,22. My Son attend unto my words, and 
encline thine ear unto my ſayings 3 Let them not depart 
rum thine eyes, keep them in the midſt of thine heart 
for they are life to choſe that find them, and health to all 
their fleſh. There are three things in' the Wozd 


8 which you ſhould eſpecially keep : 


I. The Truths of the Word. 
2. The Commandments of the Word. 
3. The Promiſes of the Word. 

1. Keep the Truths of the Word; buy the Truth 
whatever pains it colt you but never fell the Truth, 
whatever you may get by it ; Seck for the Truth as 
for ſilver, and dig for it as for hidden treaſures: And , 
having found it, keep it as a treaſurez donot pait 
with it upon any terms. It you make ſhipwrack of 
faith anda good conſcience, you will make ſhipwrack 
of your ſouls upon the rocks of perdition and de» 
ſiruction, and be drowned in the Ocean of Gods 
wrath : Therefore you muſt earneſtly contend for 
the Faith, that is the Do@trine of Faith, the Truths 
of the Word once delivered unto the Saints, Fude 4. 
You will have attempts made upon you by the Agents 
of Hcll, by the Inftruments of the Devil, - to-rob. you 


_ of the Truth, and to give you datnnable crrours in- 


ſtead of foul faving Truths ; But as you. defize the 
falvation of your fouls, hold faſt the Truths of the 
Word; get on the girdle of Truth; let the loyns of 
your mind be girt about with the Truth, Epbeſc5.14. 

| Let 
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Let not the Truth hang looſe in your minds, leſt it befſ . 


ſnatched away from you, but get the Truth girt ; 
get it faſined and fixed; get it rooted and riveted, 
that you may not be wavering like a wave of the Sea 
toffed to and fro with every wind of Do@trine ; la- 
bour for a mind eſtabliſhed in the Truths of the 
Word. 

2. Keep the Commandments of the Word; labour 


that your hearts may be caſt into the mould of this 


Word ; get the Law writtenupon the Tables of your 
heart as with a Pen of Iron, and point of a Diamond ; 
and let your life be a fair Copy of the Law; let the 
Precepts of the Word be exemplified in your conver- 


{ations ; let all men know what God requircth by} 


your obedience; ſhine as lights in the places where 
you live, that others ſ:eing your good works, may 
glorifte your Father which is in Heaven, 


3. Keep the Promiſes of the Word, look upon the 


Promiſes as your great Chriſtian charter, as your 


choice treaſure, as your ſtore-houſe, where are laid up} 
the moſt rich provitions. Acquaint your ſelves with | 
the Promiſes of the Word, and apply them ; lay up | 
the Promiſcs1n your heart, and make uſe of them | 
daily plead them at the Throne of Grace, fetch | 
ſupplies from them, feed upon them, live upon | 


them, delight your felves in them, go to them for 
ſtrength when weak, for recovery when fick, tor 
quickening when dull, for ſoftuing when hard, for 
enlargement when ſtraitned , for ſaccour when 
rempted, for cordials when fainting, for comforts 
when troubled. Thus for your ſecond duty : Young 
men labour that the Waxd of God may abide in 
you. 


SECT. 
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and is the moſt wicked one, and is 
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SECT. V. 


3. dt men, labour to, ppercome the wicked one. 

By the wicked one we are to underſtand. the 
Devil, who is called the wicked one by way of emi- - 
nency, becauſe the Devil was the firſt wicked one, 
the cauſe of all, 
or moſt of the wickedneſs in the world 3 hedrewour 
firſt Parents unto the firſt fin, and he hath a hand in 
the greateſt ſins that are committed by their Poſteri- 


© ty, and therefore all the wicked are called the chil- 


dren of the Devil, Fob. 8. 44. Te are of your F ather the 


# Devil, andthe luſts of your Father ye will do. Then this 


wicked one is overcome, when his temptations to 
{in are reſiſted and repelled. 
Young rnen, labour to overcome the wicked one. 


) The Devil is very buſic about young men. 


1. To prejudice them againſt Goſpel obedience. 
2. To draw them into the commiſſion of fin. 
I ſhall give you advice how you may overcome the 


| wicked one's prejudices, and how you may over- 
” come the wicked one's temptations. 


I. The wickcd one would prejudice you, and fo 


keep you from the obedience of the Goſpel; and here 


his prejudices which he would raiſe ta the minds of 
young men, are 
I. Againſt Profeſſours, 
_ 2+. Againſt the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, 

1. The wicked one doth endeavour to raiſe pre- 
judices againſt the Profeflours of the Goſpel in young 
and tender minds, to keep them from Goſpel-obe- 
dience, by repreſenting Profefſours unto them. 

I, As 
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1. As rude andilliterare. 
2. As fooliſh and unwiſe. 
3. As proud and ſingular. 
4. As faftiows and rebeliow, 
5. As bypocritical and wicked. 

1. The wicked onedbth repreſent the Profeſſours 
of the Goſpel to young ones, as rude and iliterate 
that it was firſt preached by ignorant and unlearned 
Fiſher-men, and fince entertained by none but ſuch; 
that the greateſt Scholars, and moſt learned DoRtor 
in the world, reje& and ſlight it : If the Goſpel were 
ſo<elegible, would it not be more entertained by thi 
learned ? Who can judge fo well of the worth therec 
as they?That you may overcorne this prejudice, know, 
" 1. That the Goſpel began to be preached by the 
Lord Jeſus Chritt, the wiſdom of the Father, wh 
had more knowledge, than all the Doctors and learn-ſ 
ed menin the world, who came down from Heaveuf 
to reveal the Goſpel unto men, and was the greateſt 
Prophet that ever lived upon the face of the carth. 

- 2." That the Apoſtles, though Fiſher-men at the 
firſt, and illiterate in regard of humane learning, ye 
that they received from Jeſus Chriſt extraordinar 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, whereby they attained more 
knowledge than all the writings of men' could teac 
them;and that the Doctrine both of Chriſt,and which 
they preached was confirmed by many miracles 
whereby it is manifeſt that it came from God. 

3. That there have been, and at this day are ma 
ny learned men, which have, and do receive the 
Goſpel; I might give inſtance in many learned Fa 
thets, who. had knowledge in all ſort of learning 
and by thcir writings have given evidence to the 


world, that they were zealous defenders of the faith 
0 
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of the Galpel; and all along unto this day, there are 


as learned men as any in the world, who are Mini- 
ters of the Goſpel. | | 

4. That if many learned men do ſlight the 
Go'pel, it is through Gods juſt judgement upon 
them, who lean to their own underitanding, whom 
he giveth up toa reprobite mind, as not needing 
their learning to defend his Truths. 22s 

5. That if the greatcſt number of Profefſſours are 
ignorant and unlearned in regard of humane learn- 
ing, yet they have divine learning they are not 5kill'd 
in the writings of men, but they have kill in the 
Scriptures they are not taught by men, þut they 
are taught by the Spirit of God ; they do not under- 
ſtand the mylterics of nature, but they underſtand the 
mylterics of the Kingdom of Heaven ; Unto, which I 


| might add, chat it is for Gods glory to make choice 
| of {ſuch perſons who will give him the whole praiſe 


of their mftruction and ſalvation. | Hl 

2. The wicked one doth repreſent the Profeſſours 
of the Goſpel, as fooliſh and unwiſe, that it is tos want 
of cunning that they do not take any courle tq thrive 
in the world; that it is for want of wit they deny 
themſelves the. profits, and pleaſures, and.dignities, 
which they might have in a ſinful way. 3; , 

That you may overcome this prejudice, know, 

1. That the wicked of the world are the veryclt 
fools, and above all others the nioſt unwiſe ; Are 
they not fools that wound themſelves by lin, that 
wound their conſciences ? . which is -worle than 
wounding their fl.ſh that run headlong; to theie 
ownFuines, and are the caule of their own eternal 
deſtrution ? Are not they fooliſh and unwiſe that 


God ? 
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God? that chuſe gold before grace, Earth before 
Heaven ? that when they are capable of ſalvation and 
eternal happineſs, do negleQ and refule it, preferring 
che good things of this lite before it, which they will 
certainly, and they know not how ſoon they may 
be deprived of. | | 


2. That fincere Profeſſours of Religion have above 
all others the greateſt wiſdom : None are fo wiſe as 
thoſe that make their peace with God} that get their 
feet out of Satans ſnare z that flee from the wrath to 
come z that chuſe God for their portion; that deny 
themſclves ſome ſenſual fatisfaRtions, that they may 
obtain eternal pleaſures; Thoſe are the moſt wile, 
that are wiſe unto falvation ; that have the wit to 
thrive in grace,that make proviſion for eternity. 

3- The wicked one doth repreſent Profeſſours as 
. proud and ſingular , that they are a company of ſelf- 
conceited perſons, that think themſelves wiſer than 
the whole world beſides; that they affe ſingularity, 
and are necdlefly preciſe, and make the way to Hea- 
ven.narrower than it is, 

That you may overcome this prejudice, know, . 

T- That ſincere Profeſſours, of all others, are the 
moſt humble perſons; they have the higheſt eſteem 
of God, but they have the loweſt eſteem of them- 
ſelves. Indeed they have high deſigns, they are very | 
ambitious,they cannot be content with earthly riches, 
and honours, 'but they muſt be Kings and Princes 
they are ambitious of being made Sons and Daugh- 
ters of God, and Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven 
this is a lawful ambition, but yet withall they retain 
the loweſt thoughts of themſelves, and look upon 
themſelves as unworthy of the leaſt mercy. 

2. That ſincere Profefſours are indeed fingular and 
preciſe, 
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preciſe, but they do nar affeR more than what God 
doth command, and more than what is neceſiary un- 
to falvation 3 they do 'not make- the way narrower 
than God hath made it. Our Saviour celleth us,. that 
ſtrait is the gate, aud' narrow is the way that leadeth 
to life, and few there be that finde it, Mat. 7.14. They 
dare not blot that, verſe ouc-of the Bible, l:{t God 
ſhould blot thrir names put of his Book 3 they dare” 
not do as the mol} do, leſt they go to the ſame place 
of endleG6 miſery, whither the maſt are haltening 
they know they mult be ſingular, otherwiſe they 
cannot be ſincere; they muſt walk-in the narrow 
way, and ſirive to enter in at the (trait gate, or elle 
they ſhall never be admitted: into- the New Ferus 

alem, } , | 
F 4. The wicked one doth repreſent Profeſlors as 
fatiigs and rebelliow ; That they are a company of 
(cditious and lawleſs perſons, that they are difobe- 
fdient to the Civil Magiltirate whom God hath (et over 
them. | y 
That you may overcome this prejudice, know, 

x. That none are more obedicnt- unto the Civil 
Magilirate in lawful coramands, than' fincere Pro- 
feſſors, becauſe they know ifan ſuch things they dit-. 
obey man, they do more difpleaſe God; and there- 
fore that this calumny of the Devil, which was the 
falſe accuſation of our Saviour, that te forbad to pay 
tributeto Ceſar. ; 

2. That indeed when the Civil Magiſtrate doth 
command any thing unlawful and repugnant to the 
Eaw of God, that then'they think they are bound to- 
obey God their ſupream King, rather than any man 
living on the earth 3-then they chuſe rather to dif- 
pleale the greateſt man,than to wound'their own con- 
{ciences. | | F 3- Thac 
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3." That iff when unlawful things are commandet 
'by the Civil Magiſtrate; though they cannot, ' the 
direnot obey actively, yet they will obey paſſively 
by ſubmitting meekly and patiently unto the penalti 
of their Laws'for their ſuppoſed crimes. ' 

5. Phe -wictked one doth repreſent Profeſſors a 
bypiciitical and wicked z that they make a fair ſkew 
Sur they have rotten hearts 3 that they-arc all a com 
pany of hypocrites, and ſecretly- wicked, and would 
notiſtick at2any: finiupon occation more than others 
who make ino profcflion, which he would induce 
them to believe,becauſe ſome hers proved hypocrites, 
and fallen quite away, who have made as high a pro- 
feſlion as-any, and therefore: that - they are all alike : 
Moreover that ſome whom all account to have been 
ſincere, have. committed as great fins as the moi 
wicked on occaſion, as Davids murder and adultery ;} 
and then Satan doth employ his inſtruments, fome 
ro/invent and-raiſe fJanders on many fincere perſons, | 
eſpecially the meſt faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel; 
and others to divulge them, and endeavoureth what 
© hecanthat all might believe them, that young, oncs 
eſpecially may: hereby be prejudiced againſt all Pro« 
felſors, and by:conſequence be kept from obcdience | 
unto the'Goſpel.. | ; 

That you may overcome this prejudice, know, 

x. ThatiBis very irrational to conclude, that all 
Proteſſors of the Goſpel are hypocrites, becauſe ſome 
are ſo. Thbelieve [you will not be» kept from taking 
money, becauſe ſome have proved to be brafs,filvered 
| over: Though all be not gold that gliſtereth, yet all 
gold gliltereth-: The counterfeit of fincerity i9-an ar- 
gument that there 1s lancerity z; and if the falling away | 
of ſome doth —_— hypocrike , the — 

« 
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dc and perſeverance of, others in;:;the- waies of Goll 46! 
the@their lives end; doth evidence. that they are lincere: /- 
1elyſt ._ 2. It ſome that are ſincere have fallengroflyz: yek 
IticYler me tell you; Far there are but: few ſincere. ones} 
- Ewhom God doth ſuffcr all their daies to fall into ſuch 
s agIfins; Young Fofeph had opportunity, inricements; 
ew Bccrecy tg.commit adultery 'wwh- his Miſtreſs, afd yet 
»m-he iood 3 he did. not dare todo: that; great wicked<-| 
uldRneſs'and tin againſt, God: Lixhbeve : there | are: 
er thouſands of finceret and” humble Chrilttiang : that 
Iuce would chuſe.rather to be torn to"n thoufand pieces; 
tes,Fthan to colnmnnie. thats; orany other groſs ſin :, It was 
xro-Ya noble Chriſhanſpirit inthat young many whoguhen 
ke ;Yinticed by a.Hatlot, to commit adhlt.ry, and he could 
cen} not defend hitſelfwith his -han , they being tyed, 
nol bit off his tongue, that the pain thereof might _ 
ry; gueneh/all'natutal-deſires'afrap the pleaftite winch 
\mey ſhe molt obfcenely provokedihitaitinto; ; 71 4 
ns, + 3+ That fuch of Gods, children that have fallefi 
>l;Binto fin, haye nor fallen ofteny : have not layn long, 
hat J have not lived int a courſe of 60g have bitterly bewail- 
ncsRed'it, been deeply. humbled for it3 ' and as God+- hath 
:o-f permitted this, that backſliders might not deſpair of 
nce | Nexcy 5. that all might ſee;where their ſtrength lyeth, 
# not in themſelves, but in Godzand that they all naught 
»w, | fiand upon their watch, and:take- heed. of dallymg 
all I with temptations 3: fo thoſe perſons have: riſen again 
me || by repentance, ;and been morecarctul tn Gigky walk- 
ing ng afterwards; | I hi 
red f --+4- Sitice the report bf Gnas: Gi which ae filtened 
all © upon fome Pxofeflors and Miniſters: throughthe cun- 
ar- |} ning of. the Devil to prejudice - people againſt: the 
ray © waics. of 'God, are meer lyes, and flanders;' ati& 
ing aborninable falthoods; — —_—_ you ſhould take 
and jj | 2 heed 
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heed ofhtarkning tofuch reports, and believing them 

without ſufficient proof. It is the rule of the Apoftle, 
riok to/receive an accufation againſt anElder, but be- 
fore:ewo or three witneſſes, 1 Tim.'$, 19. | 


wm ata. a 


2. The wicked one doth endeavour to raiſe pre- 
judicein the minds of young ones,to keep them Nom 
obedience to the Golpely againſt the way that Pro- 
fefſors walk in, * 
; n+ * Cn. As anuncertain Way. 
br 1 ' . 2. As a difficult Way. 
Repreſenting it &3. As an unpleaſant Way. 
' "qe 'As a reproachful Way, 
5. As a dangerous Way. 


(12) The wicked one doth reprefent 'the Way of 
the Goſpel that 'Profeſſors . walk m- as an uncertain 
Way. That Profeſſors are divided ; fome fay this is 
the'way; and ſome ſay that is the way ; and therefore 
he would perſwade: yourg ones to hold on in''their 
courle of fin, until all fides are agreed, and then ler f 
thcm.come into the way. | | 
To overcome this prejudice of 'the wicked one, |f 
know, * C3 IRS C2997 04 
1. That you muſt: never think-to come into the 
waies of God, nor obtam the Kingdom of Heaven, if | 
you ſtay till all are agreed, becauſe this is' not Hkely' F* 
ever to be in this world. If you ſhould: refolve not I" 
fo'eat till all the Clocks in the City ſhould 'tirike 
twelve tegether, you'mult reſolve to ftarveand die : 
So if you will reſolve not to come mto Gods:waies, F 
till all Profeffors are agreed, you muſi refdlve to die 
m your linsz whatever uncertainty there be uppee: 
ende 
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hended in the way to Heaven, he-ſure the way of fil 


you are walking in is the way;to Hell. | 
2. That there-is a neceſlicy as the Apaſile (peaks, 
that_ there ſhould be hereſies, that they which arc 
approved might be made manifeſt, 1 Cor. 11: 19, 
There are two wayes whereby God doth trye his 
people, and make manifeſt their ſincerity : One, by 
perlecutions 3 when perſecutions ariſe, many hypo- 
crites drop off, and flinch away, and leave the findexe 
to bear the brunt : The other is by Erxour and He- 
refie ; and here ſome hypocrites that have held 'qut 
under ſome kinde of perſecutions, do fall away, and 
drink in the pouyſon of damnable erxors, unto the 
deltruction of their ſouls; but-the ſincere hold faſt 
the Truth, and it is impoſlible-that they ſhould be 
deceived, becauſe of Chrilis promiſe, undertaking, 
and the indwelling of the Spirit of Chriſt inchem,,- 
3. That though the great diſagreement 15 þe- 
tween the orthodox and heretical, yet there::may 
be a diſagreement between the orthodox, the Hncere 
amongſt themſelves, but it is only in circumſtagtials 
of Religion, not in Fundamentals, and all of them 
be in the ſame way to Heaven, and meet at the;Jour- 
neys end, where they ſhall diſagree no more. _ . 
4- That the way of God is certain, the uncertain- 
y.1is from our own blindneſs, = 
Qu. But what ſhall poor ignorant perſons do, that 
have but weak, judgements, mean parts, to underfiaud 
which is the right way ? L 
Anſw. 1. 1 anſwer, Firſt, that ſuch are-not ſo 
dften, and ſo foully miſtaken, as thoſe who have 
reat parts , and lean to theix - own: underſtand» 
ngs. | 
2-Let ſuch therefore: be humble, and keep cloſe 
| F 3 to - 
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_ -pothieMiniſtery and Ordinances of Chriſts appoint 
ment, that they may/not be led ont: of. the way: 
when they break 'over this hedge they will wande 
in the miſt and -darkneſs, 'and hardly tinde the' wa 


aganm,  - tf 1h 

:.* 3: 'Let them apply the Promiſes which God hat 
made of pouring out his Spirit upon timple: ong 

- Prev. 1.23. and'of lcading them . by his Sparit-int 
*all truth; Fob. 18.13, NY: 
'. 4+ Let them do and practiſe the will of Godf 
which they know, and they ſhall be eſtabliſhed . 
ithe knowledge of thedoQtrine of Chrit, Foba'7. 17. 
-  (2.) The wicked one doth repreſent the way th: 
Profeſlors walk in as a difficult: way: [There are ma 
ny hard fayings'that-they cannot hear , there ar | 
. heavy yoaks which they cannot bear 3 there are dithf. 
cult duties required which they cannot pert.rm 
he would perſwade young, ones that they will nevi 
\be'able to walk in ſuch a difficult way , 'there 
fore they had better hold on in the more cafic wa 
of ſin. © 

To overcome. this prejudice of the wicked ont 

know, USO . 
* 1. That the moſi difficult things are*the moli ex 
cellent things, Pulchra que difficilia : though tt t 

a difficult way, it 15 the way of God, not the way « 
«the Devil 3 it is a clean way, not the way of wicked 
«neſs; it is the way tv the Crown, to the Kingdon 
not the Road that leadeth to Hell, and therefore, 

C: #;:That it is a neceſſary way: 7- 1t 15.neceſfary the * 
Fou come into this way, it you would be happy, 
you would c{cape eternal miſery. 

©. 3» That the difticulty 1s not from the way, 'b 
from! your-(elves,-trom your.own Juſts, which a 


» 
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the weights that. hang about you, and maketh the 


{ way to fecm difhcult and tediqus to you : lay alide. 


thoſe weights, and the ſin that doth cafily þ:ſer, you, 

and you may not only walk, but rup with ealtucls. 

in this race, Heb. 12.12, *7 
4. That though it be a"difficult way to fleſh and 


& blood, yet it is cafie with God to help.you, and he. 


hath, promiſed to help you, to, write his. Law in, 
your hearts, to remove your natdral enmity and in- 


j diſpoſition, and to give you fuitablencls of ſpirit to, 
& his Law, and to cauſc you to walk in his Statutes, 


and kcep his Judgements, and do gacm, er. 31-34. 
Ezck, 36. 27... : "Oh © 

5. That che greateſt difficulty is at the firſt : when 
you have accuſtomed your necks to his yoak, and 
yours backs to his burden, you will acknowledge that 
hu yoak 1s eaſie, and bis burden us light, 

(3-) The wick: d one doth rcprefent the way that 
Protcſſors walk in as an unpleaſant, way ; he would: 
perſwade young ones, that they muſt never look for 
2a pleaſant hour any more, if they will be rebgious ,, 
that thr laughter mult be turned into weeping, 
and their joy into heavineſs: that there is required 
{o much repenting and mourning, that they will 
nevcr endure it. 

To overcome this prejudice of the wicked one, 
know, | 

I. That indeed you muſt repent of ſm, if you 
would be ſaved, and. your ſorrow in {ome meaſure 
mult laſt ſo lang as your lives laſt, becauſe of the 
laſting of ſin, NO he Per | 

2. That you muſt mourn for fin here, or elſe you 
muſt burn for fin in Hell, where you will mourn 
without mcaſuxe, without end, and to nopurpoſe. 

— a 
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© 3. That you cannot avoid ſorrow, if you ſhould 
continue in the way of fin, pride crofſed, the world 
failing , afflitions uncxpe&ed coming upon you, 
which are born with chearfulneſs by the children of 
God, may be heart-breakzng to you one time or 
other you will have ſorrows 1n a finfull courſe; and 
is it not better to have godly ſorrow which work- 
eth repentance unto ſalvation, than the ſorrow of. 
the world and luſt which worketh death and de- 
ſiruQion ? | 
4- That if you can obtain a kindly ſorrow for fin, 
which 1s a ſweet melting of the heart with the ſenſe 
of Gods love, you will tind more pleaſure to your 
inward man than ever you did in all the dehghts 
of ſin. | 
5. That you ate not required in this way to 
throw away all your comforts in your creature-en- 
joyments, but only to deny your ſelves the excels 
and inordinacy , which where it is taken , breeds 
more bitterneſs in the diſappointment, than ever it 
yielded {ſweetneſs unto any ; You may take a ſubor- 
dinate comfort in friends, and habitation, and food, 
and the like, and herein'more reall comfort through 
the ſweetning of theſe things with Gods bleffing and, 
love, than ever you could finde in theſe things be- 
fore. | 
6. That though your finfull delights muſt be des 
nyed, yet God hath promiſed other delights in ex- 
change, he will give you ſpiritual delights ; If you 
| walk cloſely and Rricly, and do not wound your 
{clves by your {1ns, you may have ſuch'(weet peace 
and refreſhing joyes in the light of Gods counte-. 
natice, and (cnle of Gods love, m'communion with 
God here -in his'Ordinances, and -in hopes of the 
hs beatifical 
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beatifical viſion , and full fruition of him in glory 
| hereafter in heaven, as have never entered-into the 
heart of natural men to conceive. 

' 7. Whatever ſorrow-you have for ſin now, and 
whatever gricts for afflictions which in this life you 
are expoſed unto, yet conlider that it is but for-a 
little while : Yet a little while, and theſe ſorrowes 
will be turned into joycs, weeping may endure for i 
night , but joy cometh in the morning, Pal, 30. 5. 
and if you ſow in tears, you ſhall reap in joy, if 
you go forth weeping, bearing precious ſeed, yon 
ſhall doubtlels return again rejoycang, bringing your 
' ſheaves with you, Pſal. 126. 5,6. at leatt when you 
come to heaven, you ſhall have reſt, in the New, Fe- 
ruſalem all tears ſhall be wiped away from your eyes, 
when you enter into your Maſtcrs joy, then all for- 
row ſhall cotne forth and depart, ſorrow and lighing 
ſhall flce away and never return more, your joy in 
Heaven will be full and eternall; and ſhould the un- 
pleaſantneſs of the way diſcourage you from coming 
into 1t ? 

(4.) The wicked one doth repreſent the way of 
the Goſpel which Profeſſors walk in as a reproachfull 
way, he would diſcourage young ones trom this 
way by the {corns and diviſions they are like to meet 
with, that they ſhall be ſcoffed at, and reproached 
by their companions, 

To overcome this prejudice of the wicked one 
know, | 

I. That they are the moſt vile and contemptible 
perſons in the World that reproach and deride Gods 
people, and tt is as ridiculous a thing for them to 
do it, as to hughat the ſhining of the Sun; Itis 
as if black, deformed, crooked perſons ſhould uy 

| all 
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and deride at thoſe who are moſt fair and beautifull, 
and therefore their reproaches and derifions arc not | 
m thelcaft to be valued. 

2. That ſuch as are, reproached for Religion by 
men, are moſt highly honoured by God and Chritt, 
he c<ticems them as the moſt excellent perſons here, 
and he will own and crawn them in the face of the 
world at the laſt day. 

(5-) And lallly, the wicked one doth repreſcnt 
the-way that Proteffors walk in as a dangerous way ; 
he would per{wade young ones, it they come mito 
. this way they will runthem(clves upon great hazards 
and - dangers, they may loſe their Eſtate, they may 
Joſe thejr Liberty, they may loſe their Lite. 

To overcome this prejudice of the wicked on2, 
| know, 

' 1. In reference to Eftate, which you may loſe, 
if you ſhould loſe Ettate (which you ought to rec- 
kon upon) in the way of God, 1. Piſibly you may 
not keep your Eſtate ina way of lin; {ome lutis 
may bc as expenhive to you as others Conſcience; arg 
unto them; and if 2: You have lels of the world, 
you may not have the leſs comtort ; it the ſtream 
fail, you may fetch comtort from the Fountain. 
3. Non? can take away the treaſure of grace in your 
heart, nor deprive you of. the treafure of glory in 
heaven, and whatever you loſe of wealth for Chrilts 
fake, will have an abundaut recompence mi that 
which 15 of an higher nature. 

2. In rcfercnce to: Liberty 3 1. That though men 
may caſt your Bodies. into a Priſon on Earth, yet 
thy cannot caſt your Souls into the Pciſon of Hell. 
2. Though they may take away your civil_liberty, 


yet they, cannot take away your {piritual liberty ard 
FL pPrivis 
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priviledges; they may ſhar: friends out from ſeeing 
you, but they cannot ſhut' you: out of the» pre- 
ſence of God, thor keep'you from the Throne of 

race. Ht | RC 

, 3. In reference unto Life : 1. That though: men 
may deſtroy the Body, yet they''cannot deſtroy the 
Soul ;/ and -2. yoB8 muſt dye, as was ſhown before, 
and you cannot-die upon a better ſcore : unto- which 
I may adde, that I believe none in the world-dye 
with more peace and joy. than thoſe that dye" for 
the teftimony of Jeſus, and of a good Conſcience. 
My dear young ones, labour thus to overcome-all 
the prejudices of the wicked one, whereby. he would 
keep you from coming into the wayes of God, and 
yiclding obedience unto 'the Goſpel, that is the. 
Firſt. | | 


—— 
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2. I Abour tq- overcome the Temptations of the 

- $../4 Wicked cne, whereby he would draw you 
to the commiſſion of ſin. 

Sm im its own nature 1s. ſo: black and odious, that 
if your eyes were but opened to ſce what diſbonour 
1t reflecteth upon the pure and holy God, and how 
yt defileth your own Souls once made after the 
4mage of-God 3; you could not chooſe but loath and 
abhorr it, and with hatred you would flye from it. 
as from a Peſtilential diſeaſe, or venemous Serpent, 
-and no arguments would perſwade you-to-commit 
it, or give it any room or harbour in your hearts 
therefore the wicked one doth ufe the greatcſt art 
and cunning to: paint and colour over fin with fair 
_ 4; | eB el 9k 7? gloſles, 
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gloſſes, that the monlirous nature and deadly poyſon 


of it might be hid from your eyes and knowledge. 

And as God hath his methods in the convealion 
of young ones, and uſeth many arguments by his 
Miniſters and Spirit, to perſwade. them unto the 
praQtice 'of Religion : So: Satan hath his methods 
and arguments to draw away young ones from 
God” unto the commiſſion of fin, and continuance 
therein. + | 

1- The firſt work of God upon young Converts, is 
Illumination of the Underſtanding, he opens their 
eyes to ſee their fin and miſery, the way of ſilya- 
tion. by Chriſt, the beauty and excellency of huli- 


neſs; 1o on the contrary, Sathan the wicked une, 


called the God of this World, doth endeavour to blind 
the eyes of young ones, to keep them in the dark, 
that the light of che g__-_ Goſpel might noc 


ſhine upon them, to di 
Saviour z and he endeavoureth to ſtir up in them a 


hatred of the light, that fo they might fin withouc | 


reproof, or controul. £4 

2. The ſecond work of God upon young Con- 
verts, is Contrition, he awakens their :Conſciences, 
filleth them with fears and tcrrours through appre- 
henſion of his anger, and the dreadful] wrath that 
hangs over them, and they know not how ſoon may 
fall down upon them; and fink them into the lowelt 
Hell for their fin, that hercby they being terrified, 
may apply -themſelves without any delay unto the 
Lord jefus Chritt, eh- only Saviour of mankind : 
Soon the contrary, the (wicked one. doth labour to 
ſill andi calm, and-quiet-the Conſciences of young 
ones -under the guilt of their fins; to lull them faſt 
allcep, and keop'thetn-frorn 211 diliuxbances, from an 

KY unquict 


cover <ither their fin or their 
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| unquiet Conſcience; which if awakened, would plead 


the cauſe of God againlt fin. . 1 + 
3. A third work of God upon young Converts, is 


4 powerfull bendirig'and enclning the, Will to em+ 
brite Jeſus Chriſt as their Sayzour and NATO, and 


£9 relign up it "(lt in full complyance wit 


_— 


is will 
in every thing : So the wicked one doth- endeavour 
to ſtiff. the wills of young ones againlt Chriſt and 
the Law of God 3, he doth what he can to corrupt 
and deptave it, and todray. it unto a full bent and 
reſolution for fin. Co ha | 

4. A fourth work of God upon young Converts, 
is upon thejr hcart and .atteRions, whereby he 
draweth them and engageth them, for humfelt: 'Sq 
on the — the wicked one. is very buſie in 
tampering with the affcRjons of young ones; and 
as God doth uſe arguments in effeRing a gracious 
change upon young Converts, fa the wicked one 
doth uſe arguments to perſwade them yuto-the 


| prattice of 1193 which arguments are his tempta- | 


crons. 4 3'4 
'" Young, men, labour to overcome the Temptatis 
ons 'of the Wicked one, and that I may help you 
herein, I ſhall | IT i of ALLEN 

7. Set before you as in a-glaſs the chief. Tempta» 
tions whereby oy wicked one doth draw, young 
men unto ſin, and endeavour, to arm, you” againti 
thoſc Temptations, that you may overcome. - _ + 

2.-Caution you againſt the partzcular ſins of Youth, 
which the wicked one would draw you unto; and 
then ſhut up my. Diſcourſe with. a word of. En- 
conragement, | [3727 


PREY 
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1. Concerning the Temptations whereby the wic- 


| Kked one'doth endeavour to draw Young men un-, 


to fin.” And here I ſhall ſpeak of the Five moſt or- 
dinary Temprations whercby young ones are drawn 
unto ſin!**'\ Ld Sn OR 
© >» I, Bythe delight and pleaſure of fin. 
' 2. By the glory and repute of fin. 
3. By the utility and advantage of fin. 
- - 4. By the pretended ſmallneſs of ſin. 2 
5. By the hopes of future repentance. : 
Ct.) The firſt Tettiptation whereby the wickcd 
one draweth young men untothe commiſſion of tin 15 
by the delight and pleaſure of it, and here he is vec- 
ry cunning in the managetrient of this tetmptation, 
that it may take effe. 6b | 


3.” He laboureth to*hide from the eyes of young, 


- men thoſe pure, ſpiritual, and more excellent plea» 


ſures] -thoſe heavenly, raviſhing, and far tranſcen- 
dent delights and joyes which are to be found in God 
both here, and chiefly hereafter ; perſwading them, 
that the wayes of God ate irkſome and unpleafant, 
which 1s furthered by their own experience, they 


. finde thern to be {of to thetn upon a little tryall, for 


watit'of a ſpiritual appetite to reliſh that reall (weet- 
neſs which is in them for as Angels cannot re- 
liſh carnal pleafures, becaufe they have no carnal 
ſenſes, ſo neither can carnal perſons reliſh ſpiritual 
pleaſures, becauſe they have no ſpiritual ſenſes. | 
2. - He labourcth to hide from them the fling and 
bitterneſs of ſin, the ſorrow: and vexation which it 
will certainly-produce in the conclulion ; he covereth 
;6 the 
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the hook out of their light, labourcth; to-;Jivert 
their thoughts from all {crious.' conſiderations of 
the gall and wormwood -that-15ur: the. bottom of 
the cup, 24> 

3:' He repreſents the delights of fin as malt-fweet 
and ſatisfying 3 as preſent and. at hand, , and-ealie to 
be had without difficulty and labour 3 .atid fome- 
times as ſecret too, which no- mortal eye: can take 
notice of. | | aa ftacy: 
- 4. He joyneth in with the! luſts of cheix, hearts, 
with which» he hath a ſecret correſpondence, and 
propoleth ſuch objects unto them as are molt ſuit- 
able ' and defireable. It 1s by the plealure and. de- 
hight of tin that moſt yourg men are bewitched. and. 
perſwadcd to the commithon of it, It was-by the 
pleaſantnels of the forbidden truit that this Old Ser- 
pent enticed our tirft Parents to cat thereof, and 
hereby it 15 that he doth entice their poſterity. 

Dear young men, labour to overcome this tempta- 
tion of tae wicked one, by the-delight and pleaſure of 
fin, by taking into your, moſt ſerious thoughts,thele 
tew Conſhiderations, £e,91- toi wm 

1. Conlider; that all.1he p!caſures of fin;axe Jow, 
mean, empty, thin, unfatigfying plealures,z; they are 
{cnſual and braitiſh ; A beatt can fnde mA pleaſure 
in the moti of them than you, can - do," who. are ca- 
pable of higher pleaſures theſe delights may. pleaſe 
your ſenſual apper:te, but they cannot fatisfie your 
rational fouls; thcy may fatiate and glut the {enſes, 
but they cannot content the heart :. "The ,D-vil and 
luſt miy promiſe tal} (aiisfaction and contentment, if 
you will commit ſuch'and ſuch tins, but they alwaics 
fall ſhort in the pzrformance. I would ask theſe three 
queſtions of the mott luxuyious perſons, 1, Whether 

| ever 
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ever they- found ſo much pleaſure in any fin as they 
expected and defired? 2. Whether the choiceft of 
their pleafures have not in a ſhort time brought a 
wearineſs and trouble upon their ſpirits ? 3. Whe- 
ther this wearineſs and trouble hath not been more 
wkſome and grievous to them, than their ſenſual 
pleaſures have been plealing and delightful ? yea lec 
me add a fourth: If amongſt the choiceſt and chiefelt 
of their delights in which they finde moſt (weetnels, 
they had but one delight without change and va- 
riety, whether that delight would not quickly loſe 
xts nature, and prove a torment to them ? If they 
were bound alwaies to cat, or continually to drink, 
or without intermiſſion to be alwaics in the a&t of 
adultery, would not this be more bitter than ſweet ? 
Theſe pleaſures are unſatisfying ; the ſoul can be fa- 
tisfied with nothing beneath the enjoyment of God, 
by whom, and for whom it was made. 

2. Conſider the ſhortneſs of theſe pleaſures : The 
Apoſtle calleth them pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon, 
Heb. 11. 25. And as he faith of ſome meats, that they 
periſh in the uſing, Col. 2. 22. ſo ſome pleafures they 
periſh in the enjoying; the enjoyment of them doth 
put a period unto them; and thoſe that are mott 
durable, they quickly flit away as a cloud or vapour, 
which if not thes away by the wind, they vaniſh 
of their.own accord: If the ſtormy wind of out- 
ward affliction do not puff out the candle of wicked 
mens Joy, yet the daies of old age are drawing on, in 
which they ſhall ſay, They have nopleaſure in them, 
Eccleſ. 12. 1. Death be ſure will (weep them all 
away z there will be no ſinful pleaſures in the other 


world. 


3. Conliderthe ſting of the pleaſures of fin, which | 


15 
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now paſtels and fill the pazted fouls of thoſe whizh 
OUR! . +884 | 
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is.not in the mouth, but in the .tail : .Grief and, 
wounds, and piercing forrows, will be the iſſue of 
ſin : 'Sin hath a far differing aſpe in the tempration 
before it is committed, and in the refleion after It 
1s committed, eſpecially when they begin to be 
plagued for it; . Jn che temptation fin logkerh fair and 
beautifal, avd with a pleaſant, countenance 3, but in 
ther fl;Ction 1t is black, .grizly and terruble:; Hence 
It is that wicked men'who can delight thi mſclves fo 
much in the fore-thoughts:of fin when they are en- 
ticed unto it, yet cannot cndure to. Took back. on fin 
with foxe-thoughts of the; account they mult givs 
unto/God for it. Sin, though never ſo pleaſant, wall 
It a ſhare tune produce angge. bitterne(s a. thouſan 
fold, than ever it did. Wy ſweetnghs. ; Belides, the 
Jathcs and ſlings of con{gieuce which ſenſualiſts ſomes 
times have 1n their ſecret retirements 3 how are they 
(if any thing awakened). at their latter,end, evcnut- 
ferly.conſum:d with\tgrrqurs: But O the horrible 
anguith that will ſeize vpan thcir ſpirits, fy: ſoon, as 
they are ſeparated from their bodics ! Othe tearing 
that they will fcel of the gtver-dying Worm, when 
they are clapt in the dark, dungeon of, Hell, wherg 
they will be under the immediate impreflion. of the 
wrath of the {in-revenging; God! It (enſualifts did 
but belieye; aud fcrioully conſider the pains which 
they, muſt endure in body and ſoul fox, ever for theig 
finful pleaſures, it would quench their deſires after 
them. - If the Drunkard. did ſee Pives;. inftead of his 
bowls and goblets of xich wine, begging for a drop 
of watcr to cool his:tongue;ſurcly they would ſoones 
drink poifon, than dripk unto exct(s::; It filthy forny 
cators did but know what drcadtul Walls y 


have _ 
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have lived in that fin; ſurely they would rather take 
a Toad into their boſomes, than embrace the boſome 
of an Harlot. , | 


tet ———_—_ mm——_ 
—_ —— 


-  (2.) The fcond Temptation whereby the wicked 
one draweth young men unto the commiſſion of ſin, 
is, by the glory and. repute of it. Not long, after 
our Saviour was baptized, he was led into the wil- 
derneſs,and tempted by the wicked one, and amongſt 
other temptations, this was one, the diſcovery and 
proffer wliich he made unto him of the glory of the 
world, ifhe would fall down and worſhip him, Luk.4. 
$, 6,7. And with the propoſals of glory and repute 
in a wzy of fin he doth perſwade young: men to the 
practice thereof; in the management of which 
Temptation, 

1. Hedoth repreſent unto them the waies of God 

as reproachful, the ſervice of God as ridiculous, the 
p<ople of God as the moſt contemptible perſons uns 
der the Sun, as baſe, jgnoble, and mean-ſpizited 
people; hiding the high dignity and honour the Lord 
hath conferred upon them. 
' 2. He covereth the ſhame and diſgrace of fin, he 
doth what he can to hide from their conſideration the 
filchineſs and loathſome nature of it, and what con- 
fuſion of face will be the conſequent of fin at the 
laſt, ; 

3. He putteth a glorious attire upon ſin, and paint 


eth.it over with ſuch fair colours, and repreſenteth it 
_ unto. them with ſuch a varniſh of brightneſs anc 

beauty, that it ſeemeth ro them very defirable. He 

uſeth many arts to bring fin into credit, and employ 


eth his curſed Agents to commend fin with the highefl | 
Elogiumsy 
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Elogiums, as if it were a noble thing, and worthy of 
great repute, to encourage young men by acclama- 
tions of bravery of ſpirit, when they aſpire to be 
wicked in a high degree | | 
4. And fo* fourthly, joyning in with the-luſt of 
| Pride and a detire of efteem,he doth provoke them to 
, | doany thing which may make for their repute. 
rc But dear: young ones, labour to overcome this 
- | temptation of; the- wickedane,: whereby he would 
ſt | draw you to fin by the glory and repute: of itz which 
d | that you may do, conſider, '- 
{- 
| 
te 


/ 


I. That fin hach no repute, except it be amongſt 

the vileſt-perſons, whole cfteem thercof doth render 
it ſo much the more odious and abominable. | 
ef} - 2, Thatthe Holhneſs of God is his moſt glorious 
h} Attribate,” and therefore fin which is dire&ly oppo- 
ſite hereunto can have no real-glory in- it, therefore 
dd] fin is the only .abominable thing which he hateth; 
he therefore: he lightly cſtzemeth, he looketh;upon afar 
n- off, he ſcorneth' and dcefpilſeth, he loatheth- and ab- 
ed} horreth all the workers of iniquity. Ol ot 
rd 3. That the honour of fin.1s empty, vain, windy, 
ſhore, tranſikBey, like the crackling of thorns under 
he} a pot, it ſoon vaniſhethaway, and will quickly end 
he} in diſgrace, /in ſhame and confuſion. -' 
Nn-l ,, 4. That ſms matter ofthe greateſt ſhame in the 
heſ world, as it diſhonoureth God, defileth the ſoul, 
blotteth the name, . <nſlaveth. the whole man unto 
nt} the black . Prince of darkneſs; and; will bring upon 
11Y ſuch aslivein the practice of it; contempt and ſcorn 
nat at the appearance of Jcſus Chritt. . 


. Gra (3.) The 
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*.(3: ) The third Temptation! whereby.the wicked 
one doth draw young men unto the commiſſion of 
1m,i3 /y the otility and advantage of it : He perſwadeth 
chcmchar ſuch and ſuch fins will bring-an much prot 
fit andermotument :unte; them 3 and 40: joyning iÞ 
wichthe Juſt of covetonſnels and worldly-minded- 
neſs, he diaweth them unto fiv. Hereby it was: that 
Hchan wws tempted totake the filver, and: gold, amd 
Babyloniſh garment, which God had expreſly for+ 
bidder, Feſh. 7, 21.” Hereby-it was that Gebozi was 
tempad to take the Talents and change of rayment 
of Naamax; which his Maſter had refuſed; '2 King. 5, 
20,23. Hereby Abab was tempted to permit.the cut- 
irg off of-Dabcth tor his Vineyard, 1 Kirg.21,4,5,07. 
Hereby F ydas wes tempted to betray his Maſicr for 
thirty:pucesof filver, Mah. 26. 15. 'Hereby Dems 
Was tumpted to:forſake ther Truth, and cleave to this 
preſent world, 2 Tim. 4.19. And here 'the' wicked 
one doth repreſent a great convemiency to themſelves 
and families in getting ' earthly: gainggwhatever- fin 
they commit to effe&it':: "And 'he. dh ſometimes 
perſwade- them of a neceflity of theſe gains, that 
they cannot live -without them 3 and: ia neceſſity of 
ſach and fuch ſins, as lying; over-reachmg,coppreition, 
and the like, withoutwhich they could not thrive. - 
- * But young/men, take heed of being overcome by 
the wicked one here,; of being taken with . the bait 
of profit and worldly advantage. Conſider, | 
x: What the Apoſtle Gaith, 1 Tim. 6..10, 11. They 
that will be rich fall into temptation and a ſnare, 
and inyto many fooliſh and hurtful lufts, which drown 
them in perdition and deſtriiion : For the love of money 
» 
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is the root of all, eval, which while ſome baveconeted af- 
ter, they have avred from the faith, 'aud pitxeeds them- 
ſelves thorow with many: ſforrdws; And then think 
with your-felves whether there be a conytnigncy in 
unlawful gains :: Isit: convement fo be entahghkd and 
drowned ? Is it convefiient to make (higyrack af 
faith, and to make ſhipwrack of the ſoul? ;Is 44 cor 
venient to wound the conſciznce with guilt, andl 
pierce the heart with many. forrows ? - Are thefe 
things (the attendants of tin., by this temptation) 
more gainfulor more hurtful? Is it convement ty 
lteal a Cloak which is infe&ed with the Plagite, and 
will bring death almoſt as ſoon. as warmth 21s it coir- 
venient to gain any thing which thall be-mingled with 


Godscurſe, a far worſe evit than that of the Plague ? 


Contlider, is there nothing, lolt by fintul gating? What 
think you of the favour of God, which: 15 bitter 
than l fe; of the peace of canſcicnce,: which'is a con» 
tinual fealtz of grace here, and glory hereafter, the 
choicelt treaſures ? Can any finful gain oateballance 

that which is loſt by tin ? | 
2. Morcover. as to the plea of. neceſſity, confi ler 
that mott of thoſe neceſlities which! the wortdlings 
luppoſe they have of theſe things, are created nicelh> 
tics, created by themſelves, but fancied necelſitics; 
they are neceſſities only to ſatisfic the Tiuſt; 'not Ft 
the (tay and fupport of life. Nature craveth bat ve- 
ry little for neceflity z what necflity 15 there of getting 
fo much to lay out upon ſuperfliities? what ;bed 
ſo much to lay up for poticrity ? and waild hat-the 
Lord ſupply neceflitics, if you kept within the 
bounds of duty, and caſt your care upon him? hath 
not he given the lite, and would not he give meat ? 
hath not he given-the body, and would not he give 
- G ; raymment? 
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rayment'? doth nothe take care of irrational crea. 
tures? and would not he'take care of yon? hath not 
he promiſed ? and ishenot faithful ? 

But what nectllity 1s there of fin, to get the good 
things of this life ? Duty is neceſſary to! all; but fin 
1s never neceſſary to any. There is one- thing neceſ- 
fary, to get an intereſt in Chriſt, and lay up the trea- 
{ure in Heaven z but it-is not neceſſary to commit 
any ſin to get proviſions for the body and family ; yea, 
It 15 dangerous and defiructive ; Sin, whatever ne- 
ceſſity 3s pretended, will bring ruine and damnation 
upon ſuch as live in the practice of it : Better ttarve 
the body, than damn the ſoul; better the body 
ſhould drop preſently into the pit of the grave 
through want, than that the ſoul ſhould drop into 
the pit of Hell through fin: A man had better be 
without meat or drink, without houſe or friend ; 
yea, he had better loſe his life a thouſand times, if it 
were poſlible, than to live in the praftice of any 
known fin, though all theſe might be preſerved here- 
by 3 becauſe the gain of all theſe, yea of the whole 
world, cannot countervail the loſs of the ſoul, Matth. 
16. 26, But who can plead ſuch neceſſity as this 
for fin? . | 


A 


= 
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(4.) The fourth Temptation whereby the wicked 
one doth draw young men unto the commiſſion of fin, 
is, by the pretended ſmalneſs of it. As Lot ſaid of 

' Zoar, Is it not a little one ? they are but (mall 
faults; if it were blaſphemy, or murder, or adul- 
tery, or drunkenneſs, or the like hemous ſins, there 
might be more ſcruple ; but they are but little ſans, 
ſmall ones, and not many » a little wantonnefs, lying, 
and the'like, Buc 
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But dear young men, be not gvercome by the pre- 
tence of the ſmalneſs of fin, conſidering, wh 
T. That no fin is little or {mall in its owa nature 
Though ſome ſins have more venome in them than 
others, yet all are of a poiſonous nature ; Some fins 
are greater, but all are great all are the breaches of 
the Law of the great, the infinite Majeliy of Heaven 
and Earth 3 and that which hath an infinite object 
cannot bz ſmall. Eft eadem ratio rotundi in nummulo 
exiguo, que eſt in magno, there is the ſame reaſon of 
roundneſs in a ſinall piece of money,as in the greateſt; 
and there is the ſame reaſon of fin in {mall fins, that 
there is in the moſt heindus, becauſe it is committed 
againlt the ame Law of the ſame God. See Fam. 2. 
10, 11. Wh. ſyever ſhall keep the whol: Law, and yet 
effend in one point, be is guilty of all. For he that ſaid, 
Do not commit adultery, ſaid alſo, Do nt kil, Now if 
thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art be- 
come a tranſgreſſor of rhe Law, Though you ſhould 
refrain ſome fans, yet if you venture to commit others, 
though they beleſs {ins, and allow your fclves there- 
in, you break the Law of the fame God, and are 
under the guilt and power of fin, and as equally 
liable to the puniſhaient of fin, as thoſe which live 
inthe practice of thoſe which are moſt notorious ; 
And let me tell you, that it is as hard to get a pardon 
for thoſe ſins which you call fmall ones, as for the . 
greateſt ; God can as eafily pardon the one as the 
other the ſmalleſt fins require the mfinite mercy. of 
God, anJ1 the infinite merits of Chriſt for their par- 
don ; therefore no fin js in it ſelf ſmall, 

2. Conſider, is the thing but ſmall which you are 
tempted unto? this in ſome -reſpeRt aggravateth the 
offence, if you yicld to the temptation ; A man that 
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will forfeit the favorſr of his Prince, or friend, for a 
ſmall thing, it argueth'a geear flighting of their fa- 
'vour : So the lecatt wilful lin argueth a great light- 
jng of the favoar of God, which hercby is forfeited. 
Thou ſelleſt thy people for nought, and doſt net encreaſe 
thy wealth by their price, faith the Pſalmift, when he 
apprehended that God took little rcgard to his 
people, Pſal. 44. 12. So may I fay on the contrary, 
when you will offk:nd God for a ſmall thing, you do, 
as it were, (c]l your God for nought, and what ad- 
vantage will you get hereby ? It was the faying of 
our Saviour, Mat. 24. 26. What ſhall it profit a man if 
be gain the whale world,and loſe bis own ſoul? And what 
gan 4 man give in exchange for bs ſoul 7 Much more 
may I ſay ; What ſhall it profit a man, it he ſhould 
gain the whole world, and lofe his God ? and what 
can a man give in exchange for God, who is the chict 
good, and in whom doth confiſt our chictett happi- 
neſs ? But if you will loſe or exchange your God for 
nought, for a trifle, by little fins, this, as it argueth 
great folly; fo it isa great aggravation of in. 

3. Conſider that the leatt fin which you allow 
your ſelv:s in the practice of, is ſufficient to damn 
your ſouls. A {mall leak in a ſhip untiopped, will 
quickly let in water enough to drown the ſhip, 
though not ſo ſoon as the greateſt breach. A prick 
with a pin m the heart, will as ſurely kill a man, as 
a wound with a ſword : So the leaſt fin unrepented 
'of, will as farely ſhipwrack and deſtroy the foul, as 
the greateſt and molt heinous offences. The Law 
curſcth and condemnerh evety one that continueth 
not in all things which are wiitten' in the, Book cf 
the Law. todo thein;, Gal. 3. 10. And fuch as lie - 
under the curſc carinot inherit the blefling, Let not 

any 
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any think'then to get to Heaven; whoallow them- 
{{1ves itn the practice of rhe leaft fins3,” who. make no 
con(cietice'of petty oaths, officious lyes, idling away 
their precious time, and thelike, which'are account- 
ed (mall -and trivial - things by the men of the 
world. | > 

4. Conſider, though the wicked one feemeth mo- 
deſt and ſhamefac't in his firſt temptations im asking 
but lircle things, yet he will not reft there, but by 
degrecs will proceed furcher, and hereby bring you 
unto the commiſſion of greater. As the habits of 
grace, ſo the habits of fin are ſtrengthened by degrees; 
though the beginning be but ſmall, yet within a 
little while fin will greatly encreafe. Rivers at fixft 
ariſe from ſmall ſprings, which in running gather wa- 
rers, ard encreale into a great ſtream :; So actual fins 
(1 ſpeak not of original ſin, which is a deep and un- 
ſcarchable fountain, from whence aQual ſin doth 
ariſe, and by which it'is fed) I ſay, actual fins in their 
firlt beginringare but ſmall, which ifa man alloweth 
himſelf in the practice of, they will (well and encreafe, 
and carry him with a ſtrong ſtream towards theOcean 
of Gods wrath 3 if you make no conſcience of (mall 
fins, you will cafily be tempted to thofe which are 
great and more notorious. Firſt, Satan will. propoſe 
lin to your thoughts, it is no great thing to think ; 
and if you can dally with fin in your thoughts, then 
he will. by delightful pleaſing thoughts of fin lay fiege ' 
to your will ; it isno great matter to defire, if you do 
not act , then if the fort of the will be taken, all the 
under-forts of the affeEtions will quickly yield; and 


when you have entertained fin in your hearts, you 


will be tempted to proceed further, to vent it at your 
lips; it is no great thing to ſpeak, and then, as you 
| have 
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have opportunity, he will tempt you to practice; go 
a little further, the fin is ſweet, try but once, put but 
one ſtep into. this way, and retire again as ſoon as you 
wall ; and when once you haye committed the ac, - 
.1t may be with {mitings and reluctance of conſcience, 
then he will entice againz it cannot be much 

worſe, try once again, and by degrees the relucance 
wears off; and though you commit ſin at firſt with 
more regret, yet afterwards you will do it wich more 
eaſe and dclight ; yea, with greedineſls and reſolution, 
with hardaeſs and obſtinacy 3 and one great fin will 

make way for the commiſſion of more; ſo that in 
time you will not forbear the greateſt ſins. Nemo re- 
pente fit turpiſimus, no man arriveth to the highell 

-degree of wickedneſs upon a ſudd:n, but is ſicp by 
fiep drilled on by the Devil, and his own hearts lults 
from little ſins to the greateſt. By degrees Gods rc- 
verence 15 more leſſened, the will more enclined, the 

conſcience more ſeared, the -habits of fin more 
ſtrengthened, the Devil more encouraged, and ſo way 
35 made for any fin.Lefſer Commandments (faith on-) 

are a hedge about the greateſt; if by (mall {ins you 
break down this hedge, you will quickly make 

breaches upon the greater too: Smallcr fins many 

times will engage you to commit greater, to main- 
tain and defend them; the lealt link in a chain will 
draw the greateſt after it. If you would be kept trom 
great fins, you mult take heed of the firſt beginnings, 
obſta principiv, &c. Aſmall wound in the body, if 
it be not looked after, may felter and gangrene, and 
endanger the lif:: So {mall tins, if not ſtopt and 
healed, will breed a gangrene in the ſpirit, and bring 
certain death and deliruction. It you do not reſili 


the beginnings of fin, 1t will be hard to make head 
againſt 
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againſt it afterwards, when it. hath got more 
firength : It will be as hard to leave off a cuſtom. 
of fin, which will be a ſecond; nature, as for the 
Athiopian to change his skin, or the Leopard his 
ſpots. Non obtinebis ut deſmmant, ſi incipere permiſer# : 
Imbecillis eft primo, vires dum procedit parat : Exclu. 
ditur facilius quam expellitur ; Facilius non recipiun+ 
tur quam exeunt : faith Seneca, Vice 15 but weak at 
the firſt, it gathereth ſtrength as it proceedeth 3 it 
is calier kept out, than thruſt out; 1t is eaſter not 
to receive it, than. being received, to. leave it. © Dear 
Youths, take heed then of ſmall fins, refiſt the firſt 
motions and temptations to ſin, cruſh fin in the tirft 
rifing of it, delight not in.the thoughts of it : Keep 
your hearts, guard your ſenſes if you would over- 
come this temptation of the wicked one. | 


| (C5-) The fifth Temptation whereby the wicked 
one doth draw. young, men to the commiſſion of 
ſin, is, by the hopes of futurerepentance. You may al- 
low your (clves a little longer in the practice of fin, 
you may rejoyce, and take pleaſure in the dayes of 
your youth, it is time enough hereaſter to think of 
growing ſcrious and religious, to think of repeating 
and turning, and making your peace with God. 
That you may overcome this temptation, remem- 
ber what hath been faid already, concerning the un- 
certainty of your Life, the uncertainty of the Mcans 
of grace, the uncertainty of Gods working by the 
Means, | | 
Thus much for the firſt particular , concerning 
the moſt ordinary and prevailing Temptations 
whereby the wicked one doth draw young men 
to lin. | | SECT; 
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"HE Second thing ts to caution you againſt 


ſome parricular tins of Youth, which the 
wicked one would draw you unto. . 
Now there arethele 20 fins of Youth, woun 1 


ſhall caution you againſt, 


* #. Uncleanneſs. | 12. 4 Frothy Pirie. 
2. Drunkenneſs, 13. Scoffing. 
3. Gluttony. 14. Pride, 
4: Gaming. 15. Cenſoriouſneſs, 
- 5: Duarrelling. 16. Procraſtination: of 
6. Swearing. Repentance. 
7. Lying. 17. Carnal Security, 
8. Unfaithfulneſs. 18. Carnal Confidence.” 
9. Diſcbedience. 19.: Raſhneſs. 
10. 1dleneſs. 20. Urſteadfaſt;eſs. 


11. Sabbath-breaking. 


1. Young men, take heed of uncleanneſs. The 
wicked one will be buſie to tempt you, and your 
hearts in thefe years will be moſt ready to encline 
you 3 youthful luſts are now apt to ftir within you, 
eſpecially in fuch a City as this, where there are (6 
many obj<cs to entice your eye and heart ; bit for 
your Life, take heed that you be not drawn to this 
fin. -Flee fornication and adultery 3 other fins are 
without the body, but he that committeth fornica- 
tion, fiancth againft his own body, x Cor.6. 18. Not 
to foeak any thing of mens werkening and conſu- 


ming their bodies by their frequency in this lin : = 
: tnat 
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_ that committeth; fornication debilath; his body, .t is. 
+filthy nafly-ſina: hereby the body/ig:more defiled in/ 
the eyc5of God,; than if the body; were drenched in 
a:Jakes: it 1s juſt, with God. chat{uchas venture 
ypqn this fin ſhould, as many do,get the foul difcaſe: 
herchy, and that their members fhdidd xot and pas! .* 
trifie :whbileſt they ave alive. He:chat commiurteth. 
fornication or advltery; finnetk againſt his own:foul, 
he defileth his favh the wouridett-lns-foul, andyhe 
delixoyeth his ſoul; his heart, whiah ſhould be Gadg 
Temple, is. hereby defiled:, rand: het Joathsſyghan 
habitation 3 -his Conſcience-which whileſt whole,:is a | 
contiaual Feaſt ,. is.} hereby wounded; bis ſpirit, | 
which whilcft-chafte and clean 1s late; is hereby ex+ | 
poſed unto jnevitable:ruind and: defirudtion : There 
toxe it 15 a foolifh ;ſattiſh thing 10/commit.this fans | 
{ce- Prov. 6. 32, 33: Whoſo committet b  advltery. with 
a woman, lacketh' underjiending,. he. that: dotb. ih::de+ 
firoyeth. bis own foul; a wound and\diſbenour ſagll'be | 
get, and hu reproach ſhall not be wiped away, .Such as 
commit this fin'blet their Name:-as: well as defile 
their Spirit ; wound their. Reputation, 45 'wallias | 
wound-their Conſcience; but.chiefly, they lack-un- 
derlianding, becauſe hereby they ; dctroy. their awn . 
- Saul, . Young men; Jaok into: two or three: Serip» | 
tures, which methinks ſhould be ſafficient toideters | 
you from this fin, where you may perceive, what- | 
ever fweetneſs and pleaſure this lin' may promile and 
yield,. that bitterneſs and deltruQtion 1s. at. the end, | 
andin.the concluſion. See Prov. 5. 3, 4,5. The lips 
of @ firarge woman drop as au” bony-comb , and: ber 
mouth is ſmoother than Oy! But: her end: is bits er a8 
mornwood, ſhar pr. gs--4' two-edged: ſword: ber foet go 
own to death, ber, fleps take bold on bel, $e6:alfÞ | 
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Prov. 7, from verſ. 6, to the end' of the chapter 
where Solomon ſpeaketh of the young man void of 
underſtanding , whom he took notice of out of his 
window, meeting with an Harlot, who enticed him, 
and perſwaded him to accompany her to the bed of 
lai; and he telleth you that he went after her, as 
an' Oxe to the' ſlaughter, and a fool to the correcti- 
on of the ſtocks; as a bird to the ſnare, till an ar-- 
row ſtruck thorow his liver, not perceiving the dan- 
ger he was in of his life, Therefore he calleth upon 
young 'men to hearken, and take warning, and to 
curn away their feet from her paths; and that'b:- 
cauſe her houſe gocth down to Hell : and chap. 2. 19. 
he telleth you, that none that go unto her return 
again,' neither. take they hold-of the paths of Life. 
Ths fin doth fo ſtupifie men, that it is ten thouſand 
to''one but you go to Hell without ever thinking of 
returning, if you commit it : for he that commit- 
eth-fornication" or adultery, finneth againſt God, 
and he ſeverely threatneth all ſuch, Heb. 13. 4. Mar- 
riage #s honourable 'in all, and the bed undefiled, but 
wwhoremongers and: adulterers' God will judge. And 
it 'is: a fearful thing to fall into the bands of the living 
God, Heb. 10: 31; - Hereafter you will be repayed 
with' ten thouſand ' times more pain and hearts- 
grief-in Hell, than ever you found delight in this 
Young men, take heed of Uncleanneſs; as you 
ever hope for ſalvation, and to eſcape future wrath, 
. refrain this ſin, take heed of actual adultery ; avoid 
occafions, come 'not-neer the places where Harlots 
live 3” ſhun the company of ſuch 'as are light and 
'wanton z entice not any, by ſpeech; or look, or be- 


'haviour, neither be enticed your ſelves 3 take oo 
WIERD O 


- conſiderations do nat-moye you to that Relation... 
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of going to Stage-playes, where a dart may (trike 
your heart, where you may have incentives ito the 
{in by the immodeſt actions of aQtors, or the immo- 
deſt garb of ſpectators. Come not neer the flime, 
leſt a fire be enkindled in your bolomes before you 
are aware; be not found in the- Devils School, leſt 
he catch you in his ſnare, and binde you, and lead 
you captive. If the wicked one aſlault you in your 
place, and you be tempted by any that converſe with 
you, flce the place, as Foſeph when his Milireſs en- | 
ticed him, lay, How can I do this great wickedneſs, 


.and- fin againft God ? And young Virgins, yield not 


to this (iv, if you be inticed 3 encourage not any by 


your carriage to make an attempt 3 -ruſh out of the 


hands of the temptation with: ſpced and indigna- 
tionz proclaim the 'ſhame of any that ſhall-cwice 
move you keep your ſelves chaſte and pure, it is 


-your ornament, it 15s your glory. - + | 


Young men, take heed of aQual uncleanneſs with 
others, and take heed 'of felt-pollutions,- which are. 
Murder and Adultery before 'God43. do: not ditho- 


'nour your own bodies' by: your ſclves.: Fake heed 


of ſpeculative uncleanneſs, do not Ilbok:upon a wo- 
man to-luff after her. Make a Covenant with your 


. eyes, that you may not thinkupon a Maid ; ſup- | 


preſs the firſt riſing of luſt in your minde ; get this 
evil concupiſcence mortified by vertue drawn from 
Chriſts death, and the operation of the. Spirit 3 beat 
down your fleſh with labour and abſtinence, if you 
finde your ſtlves very prone to this lin; and if no 
other courſe will do-ro quench the burning, . God 
hath appointed a remedy'by Marrying :; But dili- 
gently and faithfully uſe all other means firſt, 3f other 


This 


** 
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- This Treatiſe would fivell into too great a hulk, 
ſhould 1 ſpeak. thus largely; concerning. cvcry. fin, 5 
therefore! (hal be more brief in the reſt, - 


124 Toung men, take herd of Drunkenneſs. You 
are ſtrong 3n |body, be nat; fixong to drink unto cx- 
ceſs. This Gn will diftemper your body, intoxicate 
your ſpirit, and deliroy your ſoul; take heed of it 
3t. is oue-of. the fruits of, the fleſh, Gal. 5.21. and 
fach as commit it cannot have any Inherizancy in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, x Cor..6+ 10, think of .the bit- 
ter cup of -Geds: wrath. hereafter, which you mult 
drink of, .af- you-exceed the: meaſure in your ſweet 
£4ups$ /here.'\'Fake heed of frequenting thole places, 
4 mean Taverns and \Alchouſrs,. where the-tempta- 
tion doth chiefly lye 5 neither go into thaſe places 
often, neither Bay in thole -places;longer than need 
doth require. Take heed. of che company of drunk- 
dards,” 'turn 4way' from i them, if. they tempt you; 
| ſhake themoff if they hang-upon you z chooſe.fober 
perſons for your aflociates and familiars, | Take 
heed of the ungodly practice of drinking Healths, 
-4 heatheniſh;cuftom, too much in uſe amongſt ſome 
-Joofe Chriftiansz I might ay, a hellifh cuſtom, 
-which the Devil doth - put men upon, 'that ic 
might be a ſhooing-horn to drunkenneſs, , You are 
:halt perfwadcd to be drunk, when you are perfwa- 


ded to drink a health, forbear it, it 15 an occation of 


;much fin. 


i». 3. Young men, take- heed of Glttony,: elpecially 
-in theſe teaſfure dayes,. wherein ſo much time and 
:coft is layed out'in- Feafts. . /FThis Gluttony is called 

by our Saviour, ſurfetting, which he warneth hus 
F Diſciples 
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Diſciples againſt, Luk, 21.'34- Take heed to your ſelves; 
left at auy time your hearts be overcharged with ſur. 
fetting and drunkenneſs, and that day overtake you at 
nnewares; Here Gluttony and Drunkennels. are 
coupled together, as being much of the fame na- 
ture, the one- is drinking to excels, the other is eat- 
ing to excel5; then our Saviour biddeth, take heed 
© overcharging their» hearts, when the body is 
overcharged with meat, the heart is overcharged, 
the Soul is oyercharged as well as the Body ,..and 
therefore unfit for the ſervice either of God or Man. 
Then he. commandeth them to take heed, left at any 
time they overcharge themſelves with fuch exceſſes; 
it is not lawfull at: any time, neither on ordinary 
dayes, neither on extraordinary.dayes; not on Feaſt- 
ing dayes; God alloweth his people to. feaſt, but 
not to gluttonizez they may eat tor neceſſity, / and 
ſomething, for delight, but they muſt never cat un- 
to excels, to diltemper and; diſcompole themſelves 
for aQion. And laſtly, he ſubjoyns an awakening. 
Conlideration, left that day overtake them at #na-. 
wares , let the day of judgement overtake them, 
if not of the generall Judgement, yet of their par-. 
ticular . Judgement; lett Death fhould furprize' 
them, and the wrath of God ſhould ſurprize: them 
at unawares, and they ſhould be taken away in 
the a& of this fin, as Pfal. 78. 3o, 31. Whileſt. the 
meat was intheir mouths, the wrath of God came vpon 
them, and flew the fatteſt of them, 


4+ Young men, take heed of Gaming. Son: 
ſports are Jawfull, and intidcent, and needfull at - 
forme times for the health of the body z- but. mn 
: H ced 
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heed your affedtions be not ſet upon-'any «Sports; 


and that you" ſpend: nbt mote time im them than 
. needtull: Byr> chere-are other/Gamcs that care; 
uſelc{s2und hurl; 'that are thieves-of money<ant 
time; and unlawtull'; 'fuch as Carding and Dicing, 
which being pure Lottery , andLottery being 'a' 
facred thing ſhould” xor' be made uſe of- in Games, - 
(.as\I concave) mis more than Oaths in common 
difcoutfe. 7 Caris may well be: termed the Devils 
Books,. and Dice-rhe Devils Game ; look riot into 
thole: books, though they have no ſenſe :in then, 
yet- they. will ftrangely bewitch you to ſpend hours 
and. >nigits together - 'in turning them over 3 
Throw :not away your-time with. the Dye, you 
eat nicver 'rccover. what you loſe, T mean your 
precigus-time z not [to fay any thing of the dan- 
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gerzyou' will be im of ſpending all you have, as | 


forme whe have been'worth many thouſand pounds 


at 4iight, have not been worth a. thouſand pence | 
by: the morning. Fhere is notxerciſe of the body | 
in th.ſe Games, and I'am fure- there is a corrupt- | 


not” perſwaded' to it by cuſtemez- if you will do 
as the. moſt.do, you muſt go where the molt goe, 
and that is to Hell;-+ Think ,- if you hy upon 
your death-bed, whether this fin of Gaming would 
| nottr6nbleiyou; and! whether thoſe will not have 
ni6repeacez/thatrout of Conſcience have forborn to 
touch a:Card or Dye all their life-time... * -- + > » 
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5, Young mer, take hecd of YJuarteling ; forbeat 
paminig, and you will b! out of the occation of many 
quarrels, Take heed of a confentious fpirit: In 
your young blood and ſtrength of body, you: are apt 
to have that which the world falſly terms a high 
ſpirit, and may be, ready to. offer affronts and in- 
Jurics to others, and. be able to bear none; but let 
me tell you, that ſuch a ſpirit is a low, baſe ſpitit, a 
mean ignoble ſpirit : The high ſpiric indeed 1s fuch a 
ſpirit, as is moſt like the Spirit of Cliriſt, he who 
had the moſt noble ſoul that ever God created, and 
his Spirit was humble and meek, who did injury to. 


| ._ none, but bore all injurics patiently z who when he 


was reviled, reviled not again z when he ſuffered, ke 
threatned not 3; when he was ſmitten, he did not 
return, blow tor blow. This was noble; Young 
ones, labour to be like unto Jeſus Chriſt in meck- 
neſs, and patient bearing injuries and reproaches:; 
Strife and contention comes from beneath, and is 


| termcd Fames 3. deviliſh; but meekneſs and pa- 


ticnce cometh down from above, and will truly cn- 
noble you 3 a meek and quiet ſpirit, not on'y jn- 
women, but alſo in young men, 1s their ornament, 
and before God of great price, 1 Pt, 3. 4. 


- 6.: Young mien, take heed*.of Swearing; It is the 
expreſs command of our Saviour, Matth. 5.34, 37+ 
T ſay unto you, Swear 'not at all, &c. that js, in 
your ordinary diſcourſe, tut let your communication 
be yea, yea, nay, nay, for whatever # more than theſe 
cometh of evil. If you will be Chriſts Diſciples, you. 
miuft obey him. What advantage: can you gct by 
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heed your affections 'be not -ſet upon-'any «Spores. 
and that you'fpetid: net mote time im them then 
i: needfull: Byr> chere-are orher//Gamcs that care: 
uſeleſsznd hurdfill, 'that ate thieves-of money*ant 
time, and unlawtull'; 'fuch as Cardingi and Dicing, 
which *bting puzs Lottery, and-Lottery tbeing-'a 
facrod thing ſhould” rot' be made uſe of- in Games, 
(.as\Þ concave) n6 more than Oaths ja common 
difcoutle. © Caris may well be: termed the Devils 
Books,. and Dice the Devils Game 3 look not into 
thole' books, though they have no ſenſe in then, 
yet they. will firangely bewitch you 'to ſpend hours 
and >nigins together in turning' them over 3 
Throw :not away your'time with. the Dye, you 
cat} ncver /Trccover. what you loſe, I mean your 
precigus-timez not;to fay any thing of the dan- 
Kgcr-you' will be mn of ſpending all you have', as 
{orne *who have been” worth many thouſand pounds 


at 1iight; have not been worth a. thoufand pence | 
by the morning. There is noexctciſe of the body | 


in th-fe Games, and I'am ſure: there is a corrupt- 
ing-of the Minde, and a loſs of the precious time 
and what: plea can you have for ſuch Garmes ? 
Have, you ino employment for: your time ? Is it 
not 'pity-.thar-ſo many golden . hours ſhould run 


walig?” Be not enticed to this -tin by Friends; be | 


not' perſwaded: to it by  cufiemez if you will do 
ad the-'moſt.do, you muſt go where the molt goe, 
and that is to Hel. Thmk ,. if you hy upon 
. your death-bed, whether this fin of Gaming would 
nottronbleiyous and! whether thoſe will not have 
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ni6repeace'thatrout of Conſcience have forborn to. 
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touch a: Card or Dyecall their life-time... ' -- - -- » 
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5, Young men, take hecd of ©varteling ; forbeat 
pamitig, and you will b» out of the occation of many 
quarrels, Take heed of a confentious ſpirit: In 
your young blood and ſtrength of body, you: arc apt 
to have that which the world falfly cerms a high 
ſpirit; and may be ready to. offer affronts and in- 
juries to others, and. be able to bear none; but let 
me tell you, that ſuch a ſpirit is a low, baſe ſpirit, a 
mean ignoble ſpirit : The high ſpirit indeed 15 fuch a 
ſpirit, as is moſt like the Spirit of Chriſt, he who 
had the moſt noble ſoul that ever God created, and 


his Spirit was humble and meek, who did itijury to 


none, but bore all injurics patiently z who when he 
was reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuffered, ke 
threatned not 3 when he was ſmitten, he did not 


|, Tcturn, blow tor blow. This was noble; Young 


ones, labour to be like unto Jeſus Chriſt in meck- 
neſs, and patient bearing injuries and reproaches:; 
Strife and contention comes trom beneath, and is 
termed Fames 3. deviliſh; but meekneſs and pa- 
ticnce cometh down from above, and will truly cn- 
noble you 3 a meck and quiet ſpirit, not on'y in 


| * women, but alſo in young men, 1s their ornament, 
| 'and before God of great price, 1 Pt, 3. 4. 


6.. Young mien, take heed? of Swearing; It is the 


| expreſs command of our Saviour, Matth. 5. 34, 37- 


'T ſay unto you, Swear 'not at all, &c. that js, in 
your ordinary diſcourſe, tut let your communication 
be yea, yea, nay, nay, for whatever # more thay theſe 


' Cometh of evil. It you-will be Chriſts Diſciples, you 


miuft obey him, What advantage: can you gct by 
| H 2 this 
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this fin ? What honour is it to ſwear ? What pleaſure 
can you finde in it? -be ſure it will bring Carpage, it 
provoketh God to puniſh, he hath threatned to 
curſe (wearers. Weread Zach, 5. 2, 3. of a flying 
- Roll, the length twenty cubits, the breadth ten cu- 
bits, which is interpreted to be the curſe that go- 
eth over the face of the Earth, to cut off him that 
ſtealeth on one ſide, and him that ſweareth on the 
other ſide. God threatneth to condemn (wearers, 
Fam.5. 12, Above all things ſwear not, left ye fall 
into condemnation. Take heed of the horrid oaths 
of the roaring Blades in our times, and take heed 
of more petty oaths of faith and troth; take heed 
alſo of curſing, and taking Gods Name in vain, 
remembring that the Lord will not hold ſuch 


guiltlc{6. 


7. Young men, take heed of Lying. See Eph. 4.25. 
Wherefore putting away lying, ſpeak, every man truth. 
You would not ſpeak lyes, 1t the party you ſpoke 
them unto did know and could provethem to be lyes, 
the intent of lycs being to cover: God knoweth 
your lyes, you cannot cover any thing from him; 
and God being Truth, loveth truth, and hatcth 
lyes, and hath threatned Iyars to give them their 
portion in that lake which burneth with fire and 
brimſtone, Rep. 21. 8, Take heed of accuſtoming 
your ſelves to this ſin of lying whilſt you are young, 
it will be hard ever leavingit, Whateveradvantage 
you may think to get by a lye, I am ſure your da- 
mage will be greater « Whatever credit you may 
think to get by a lye, your diſhonour 1s greater : 


Whatever fault you cover by a lye, you do hog 
OP] the 


c. 


Words of Advice to Young Men, 10x 
the more aggravate it: Whatever kindnzſs you 
may think-to do another by a lye, you do your 
ſclves a thouſand-fold more injury : Though you 
may accougt lyes but words, and words but wind, 
yet for ſuch words you will be condemned, and ſuch 
a wind as ohe faith, is ſufficient to blow your ſoals 
into Hell. 


8. Young men, take heed of hy G1 You 
that are Apprentices, or Servants, take he. d of un- 
' faichfulnels to your Maſters, that you dg not wrong 
and' difraud them in the leaſt, remembring thar * 
. dreadful threatning, that God will bz avenged np- 
' on all detrauders, 1 Thef. 4. 6. They may not know 
| your fraud and deceit, but God'is ptivy to it , and 
the vengeance will be fearful which one day he will 
recompence unto you for this fin. Read the duty of 
' ſervants in this regard, Tit. 2. 10. where they are 
warned againſt parloining, and exhorted to thew 
all good fidelity, that 'they may adorn the doctrine 
.of God our Saviour in all things. Be faithful to 
. your Maſters as to their eſtates, their money and 
goods be careful as if they were your own do not 
wrong them, or any elſe whillt young; remembring 
that you muſt make reſtitution, as ever you hope'for 
falvation, if you beable to do it; and be faithful to 
them as to their counſels; do not blaze abroad their 
ſecrets; do not make known their infirmitics 3 ſerve 
them with / all aprightneſs and fidelity, as if you 
were to ſerve Chriſt himſe!® for indeed hz will count 
it ſo, and hath promiſed a reward to faithful fer- 
vants, beyond what their Maſters can give, Epb. 6.8. 
Col: 3.24. Si £ 
H 3 9. Young 
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...9+ Young men, take heed of Difobedience, , Chit 
frep obey your Parents in all things, for thy, # wel 
pleaſmg to- God, Col, 3. 20, For ths u thy firſt *Come 
mandment with promiſe, Epheſ. 6:2. Servants be:obes 
dient unto them which are Maſters according to the fleſh, 
with fear and trembling, in ſingleneſs of your heart ag 
unto Chriſt, not with eye-ſervice as men-pleaſers, but 
as the ſervants of Chriſt doing the will of God from the 
beart, Epheſ. 6.5, 6. Here is, a copy of your, duty, 
take heed of the contrary fin, which .the wicked 
one. will be bufic to tempt you unto. In diſpbcying 
Parents and Gopvernours, you. are diſobediept, unto 


God, and difplcaſe Chrilt your great Malter 3 if: they, - 


be irangers to Chriſt, you ought to obcy them, ex- 
cet in thoſe things which are unlawtul. ., Young 
ones that axe yet under Goyernmcnt, take heed ot 
diſobedience zas obedience will be 1ewarded by Chrilt, 
fo diſobedience will be puniſhed by him at his ſecond 
appearance ; Be not diſobedicut to Governours, and 
behave not your elves irreverently towards the 
aged and gray-headed, for you ought to honour the 
ulver-hair. | 3s ' 


10. Young men, take hecd of 1dleneſs. ' Do not 
loiter away your time, eſpecially the time of. your 
youth ; Time 1s very precious, the time .of your 
youth 15 moſt precious, the choicelt, and chicfelt 3 1t 
15 your ſced-time, your gathering-time z you, are 
now more active and tit tor employment z you may 
happily ſpare a moath better if you ſhould live be+ 
yond titty years, than an bour ,now z your, whole 
time is ſhot, the tine of your youth will be ſlit 

| OY | away 


| 
| 
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away: quickly, *mavhood .and old-:age,pu/lbfenl 
on: you befqre you, are. awares: but. you lah 
whilt, young:; You-can.call:mo time yours chrvetle 
preſent : O-how precious 1s the preſeut bout think 
if the damned. had but one hour given them, how 
chey..would eſteem arjd 1mprove-4t;: 1:have heard 
of a Lady at. her death; who rhad-mil-ſp2at the 
rime: of her -life;: groangd [iout:i in) her Hit breach 
this-lad ſpeech'with , bitterneſÞat4carndine(s, :1 ren 
thouſand. worlds for!one quarter 'sf. an bour mare: Take 
heed of laviſhing-away. your.time4n, ſfiand waniy 3. 
I&- not. an hour paſs without domg lomathing.,1 hl 
up your whole. time with, duty-; you: may \cat; and 
drink, ;and ſleep, but let: not the: goncernvments; of 
yquribady, devour, top much. of! your-+precwmus 
cimes | let - them not haye ;mdre: of | yourittime 
than is ncceſſary, more than is duty. - Rederm! youp . 
time, double;your diligence, remember how-much 
of yous time 'is irrecoverably ; gane; how :muchof 
your ,work 15 ſtill to do 3 remember how- neer:you 
are f0 eternity when time ſhill-þe.-po. more 3:ittieres 
fore apply your hearts to! wiſdom, aud whatcver.yout 
hands tinde to do, do it with all your might. Take 
heed. of idlencl5. ih your ' particular callings z be 
diligent in your- ſecular imployments z the diligent 
hang maketh'richz but the Ulothful perſon is! brother 
to-him that is a great walter ; Take heed of id}e+ 
ncls, of ſpiritual floth in your general Callings: . 
Take heed of wholly negleing the dutics.ab Gods 
Worſhip, either publick, or family, or clofet;::of 
neglecting to hear, or read, or pray; anditake _ 
heed of negligence in the(& dutiesz there is acurle 
denounced againlt fach as do the wark. of the 

. H 4 Lord 
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Lord! negligently, Fer. 48. 10. You! muſt' not'he 
ſlothfals if you. would: be followers of them - who 
through - faith and patience have inherited the Pro- 
miſes, Heb. 6. 12. © 288 


11. Young men, take heed of Sabbath-breaking : 
Do not4dle away this\day' as too many young men 
do; in the fields, in-viſits, m vain company, much 
leſs in Taverns, or Alchouſes, indritiking, and grea- 
ter wickedneſs than all the week 'befides. Value the 
Sabbath day, above. all the daies 'of the week 1 
ſpend t in 'the duties of Gods immediate Worſhip 
you may get ſomething in the ſhop en the week | 
day, you may get more in Gods Houſe and Ordi- | 
Nances on the Lords day, ſpiritual light, and life, | 
and ſtrength, and peace, and joy, ' Gods favour; 
Jewels of grace, evidences for Heaven, are worthy 
your ſ(ceking; do not loſe fuch benefits as thefe by 

-profaning the. Sabbathb-day, "by ſuffering worldly 

bulineſs to entrench upon this facred time, which 

_ 'hath fanified, and you ought to keep 
oly. | 4 


x2. Young men, take hecd of ' # frothy ſpirrr. 
Some young ones are full of froth and vanity, ve- 
Ty toyiſh and fooliſh, without any folidity or ſe- ' 
riouſneſs, It is time for you now fo put away | 
childiſh things; get the vanity of your minds | 
emptied 3, let. the frothineſs and levity of your ſpt- | 
xits be curbed by the fear of God, an awful appre- | 
henſion of his omnipreſence, and all-ſeeing eye put | 
your {ſpirits under the Government of the Lord Je- | 
ſus Chriſt. 
| 13. Young 
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13. Young men, take heed of Scoffing. © If you 
have wit, let it not vent it Rifiniſcurrility, ii jefting 
and jcering at 'others, which 'the Apoſileeauttionerh 
againſt as incoffvenient and: tinbecoming the Goſpel, 
Epheſ. 5. 4. Donor mock/at/others infirmities,".but ' 
pity they let me oy the obje& of your 'ſebxn, 
except* it be fih, neither ſhould you, ſcoff gt*&ctiers 


fot their {ins;"*Þbut lahour to reduce thenr'by your 


x 


triendly./ adiriGtitivns, © Above all,! take* Heed"bF 


feoffing at any for their holineBand iid walking, 
which is ' an 'tthdoubted *tharaGter of a '(prophane 


and carnat heart; and ſuch-perſons as dv' fo, are 


fcorned by God, and moſt conternptible in hs eyes. £ 


14. Young men, -take- heed of Pride.” Do'hbt 
over-value and eſteem your elves; do' not" tanceit 
an cxcellency 'in your ſelyes. above others, but with 


Jowlineſs of mind eſteem others above yourſelves ; 


If you have any gifts and attainments that myy be 


 uſetu], glorifie God with them in your ſphere; be 


thankful for them ; and withall, be ſo well acquaint- 
cd with your imperfeRtions and ferret corruption 
of heart, that you may be humble. Be not proud 
of gifts of mind, much leſs of firength and beauty 
of body, and leaſt of all, of hair, which is but an ' 
excrement, dr of clothes, which are a badge of 
mans Apoftacy. Remember that pride goth before 
defiruction, and a haughty ſpirit” before a fall : 
That God looketh upon the proud afar off, when 
he hath a reſpe& to the lowly, Pſal. 138. 6. That 
God reliſteth the proad, when he giveth grace to 
the humble, 1 Per. 5, 6, by 
15. Young 
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1 +157 Young-mch, itake heed of Genſorwuſneſs,; of 
rath judging of. athers,; ;Take the gaution.of que 
Saviqur.-again(t this ſin,: Mettb, 7. 1,. 2,3. Fudge 
uot. that ye .be; nat judged, for with .what judgement 
ye.;judge-ye ſhall be judged, ang, mith. what meaſure 
Ye, mete, it ſhall, be. meaſured. unto. you ,pgain. And 
why. keholdeſt thau,, the mote that, s in thy brothers 
eye, qud. conſudereſt yur , the beam, aha, jis in thans 
own eye f , If you cenſure others, you, will be ceng, | 
ſured again 3. be ſare, ye will, be, judged and con; 
demned.by God.;, you axe:apt;.to {py little faults, 
motes, 11); others, be. acquainted with the. beam. in 
your own eye, with your own; greater, faults, and 
you will not then be fo torward to judge. Take one 
more Scripture, »whichj cautiongth, yaa, agnnlt this 
ſin, Fam. 4.11, 12. ' Speak, net,.exil que of auother , 
be that ſpeaketh evil of his, brother, , and judgeth his 
brother, ſpeaketh ewil..of the Law," and , judgeth the 
Law, . He doth in eff:& fay, that, the. Law which 
condemneth this fin, 1s not. ſo' it a Law. But- if 
thou Judge the aro, thou art not a doer of the Law, 
but a Judge. There is one Law-giver,  mho 4 able 
to ſave and to deſtroy ?. Who art thoy that judgejt 
another P | Fr 4 & ; 0055 | | S 
16, Young men,,, take heed of Procraftinating 
your "Repentance. Dq not put off ths great work 
until to morrow;, remember what hazards you 
run, how uncertain, Ke is. how unlikely. that eyer 
you ſhould repent, if you do not improve your youth- 
ful aſon' for it. Set about the work; preſently, break 
off your lins by repciitance preſcatly, and make 
COR” you 
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your peace with God: without furthew delay, :lefl 
you he. cut: off from-the;Land of the:livingbefoxs 
you are aware, and hereafter there will be no zoom 


ES; ET: I te Load $353. gimot of 
£7: Young men, take! heedi of: carnal>ſecuritys - 
Yow have! health ,:- and ſtrength ; and peact', and 
profperity -it:may:be:mdwyztand never2tafied' the” 
bitter.cup of AMicion3:'and: therefore! thay ibe. apt. 
to be: ſecrecy and: ſecretly; hope that! this Nate will 
laſt,” that your Mountain is-o ſtrong, that you ſhall 
' Never be moved, that yow'iſhall never come into: 
Adverſity. '' Alas! you are: little 1acquaitred- with 
the, World:;-Man js botn to trouble as: the ſparks: 
flye., upwards; croſſes, and<.cares, and ilofles, and: 
ſickneſs, and pain;- and 'many-mifſeries are/the #t= 
tendants of this Life; and you muſt look ſooner 
or later, inione meaſure vr: other. t6 have your 
ſhare; be mot ſecure ,but- prepare, leſt. betng ws... 
provided, :the -miſcries : of this' life be:thore 4#kſome »; 
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13., Young, men, take. heed of caryat Confidence: 
You may. be' apt now 't9/put; your -truſÞ4n Arms! 
of ficſh,'to-«repoſe much confidence in! Frietids' rf 

Means ,-and:{ome external props 3: but'-your wilt » - 
finde them 'all like brokers” teeds;: or a foot out 'of 
joynt 3 and'where you: have? the greateſt hope” and* 
truſt, you are like to meet with the;greatefÞdifap=? 
pointment : Ceaſe then" from 'Manz-whofe bieatt is_ 
in his noltrils ;/ truſt not n'fancertain'richits ;- ay 
not- upon .any Creatire'y hut put / your» truſt 'itt- 
the. Lord, [who is omniporent amy in” 

im 
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him .-ybub may: bt feovire as to the greateſt evil, 
and you may have confidence of all needfull ſup- 


19. Young men, take heed of Raſhneſs, Be not 
xaſb.in your Promiſcs, 1ct you . repent, or be found 
unfaithful : Be not raſh- in| your, Undertakings, 1m 
your cogagement in: any./buſinds ; eſpecially take 
heed of xafhnefs in changing yout tondition. - Re- 
member 'that Proverb! TSzt Tourh rideth poſt ro be 
married aud lodgeth (in the: Tune of Repentance. 
Ta all the weighty affairs of your hte, Pray to 
God carneſily tor his; guidance 3 'confule with wiſe 
and. faithfulltrietfls 3: and ftercoufly deliberate things 
in,your-$wh tmindes. - Obſerve the rule of, the Word, 
and kt:your deſign be the/glery: of God.- (+ 


29. And latily, young men, take heed of Un- 
ſtead} aftueſs.. Be not-mconftant in your nc(d)utions 
as; tf cava. afhirs and under takings' -bit eſpecial- 
ly take heed of inconſtancy and unſtedfaſtue(s' in 
the wayes of God. Take heed of a wavering, 
unſettted rhinde, of; backflidings and. :revoltings 
from- God, Jet. not;;your Teal degenerate into 
LukewarmneG, and: your prefent Forwardueſs end 
in Apoſiacy. . But watch, ſtand faſt in.the Faith, 
quit your fclyes like men, be ſirong, 1 Cor. 16. 13. 
and; withfgll;purpoſe of. heart Rick cloſt unto the 
Lork, A M423. 5 [04-261 

Labour -to: keep: your: delves from theſe fins of 
Youth which the wicked one would draw you 
unto, that. fo; you may! be. victorious, and if you 
arercome' you ſhall cat of the tree of Life- which 

15 
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' is in. the Paradiſe of God, Rev. 2. 7. You ſhall not 
' be huxt of the ſecond. death; 134 You ſhall eat of 
| the hidden, Manna ,''and: have the white ſtqne, 
 Wherein the new Name 45. written, whichnonecan 
read but they, that receive it, v. 17. You "ſhalt have 
the Morning, Star, v, 28: You ſhall be-deathed- in - 
- White Raiment, and Chriſt 'wilt. confels your Name 
| before his Father, and betore the Angeks, chap. 3.5. 
You ſhall be Pillars in the Temple! of God -and/ gx 
' No more out, and have the Name of 'God: written 

- upon you, v. 12- You ſhall fit with Chriſt ow his 
' throne, as he overcame, and: is ſet down. with his 
Father on his throne, v.21. F 

My moſt dearly | eloved: young men , labour thus, 
that you may be ſuch young men as are commen= 
ded in the Text, to. be ftrong, that the. IVord of- God 
; may abide in you, and ta overcome the wicked one, 
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N D now I ſhall ſhut-up my whole Diſcourſe 
A with a few words for encouragement- of you 
in theſe Duties, | 

i. This will be your Wiſdome; whoſo is wiſe 
will obſezve theſe things. Read one place concern- 
ing Davids. wiſdom upon this account; Pfal, 119. 
98, 99, 100. Thou through thy commandements. haſÞ 
made me wiſer than. mine engmies; for they are 
ever with me. I have more underſtanding than all my 
teacbers; for thy teſtimonies are my meditation, I un- 
derſtand more than the ancients ; becauſe I keep thy 
precepts, Remember, that the fear of the Lord - 

[ 


the ibefjinninng of Wiſdom, it' is the chief part 
'Wiſdotn, 'and ithey. have the beſt -underftanding th 
keep his Commandements, Pſal. 1tr. 10. - 
+ 2- This will be'your Ghbry. This will be an or- 
nament-of Grace unto your head, and like 'a Chain 
about-yourneck, Prov. x. 9. It will make you ſhine 
like Lights in a dark World, and it will not only: 
render you. truly honourable, but alſo tend exceeds] 
ingly to your Maſters glory. 

3:. This will be your Advantage. It will bring in| 
the m_ pureſt; ſureſt, and molt laſting gain. 1 

+ This will be your Safety. This will ſhelter you 

whe the wings of the Almighty , ſecure you in 
times .of great -Judgements here, and from ftorms| 
of future wrath. | 
5. This will be your Peace, Great peace have! 
they that love Gods Law, and nothing ſhall diſturb| 
them. This will yield peace and comfort to you in 
Life, this will bear up your ſpirits in the hour of 
Death, and at length procure for you a Crown of 
Glory which fadeth not away. | 

Be ftrong then, O ye young Men , becauſe in due | 
time. ye ſhall reap, if ye faint not. | 

Let the Word of God abide in you, becauſe of the 
Treaſure laid up for you. | 
. Andovercowethe Wicked one, becauſe of the Crown 
of Glory which ſhall be ſet upon the head of the 
<ONquErers.. 
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